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WELCOME 

Thank you very much for agreeing to sing at Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin. The Dean and 

Chapter of Christ Church Cathedral are most grateful to all who come and sing at services when 

the Cathedral Choir is on holiday or off-duty. Music has been central to the liturgy at Christ 

Church since its foundation around 1030 and we hope you will enjoy the experience of 

contributing to this tradition. Jack Oades, our Organist & Assistant Director of Music, is 

responsible for organising visiting choirs and is your main point of contact before your visit. 

This booklet is intended to help you in preparation for your visit. We hope that it will answer any 

questions that you may have.  

Should you need any further information, please contact:  

Jack Oades, Organist & Assistant Director of Music 

Email: jack.oades@christchurch.ie 

Tel: +353 (0)1 677 8099 (office hours) 

 

Shawn Talbot, Senior Tourism & Event Coordinator 

Email: shawn@christchurch.ie 

Tel: +353 (0)1 677 8099 (office hours) 

 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

The schedule of services 
Visiting choirs are invited to sing any/all of the following services: 

 Wednesday   18:00 Evensong 

 Thursday  18:00 Evensong 

 Sunday AM  11:00 Sung Eucharist 

 Sunday PM  15:30 Evensong 

 

Lunchtime concert 
There is also the option of singing a lunchtime concert on weekdays and Saturdays. These events 

are organised by Sophie Gough, who can be contacted at: sophie.gough@christchurch.com 



 
 

 

Music 
Any music choices must be approved in advance by the Music Department, therefore we request 

that visiting choirs send their music details at least two months before the date of the visit to 

allow time for any necessary changes to be made.  

 

When choosing repertoire, please give precedence to the quality of the musical performance. 

Experience has shown us that the best results are achieved when choirs sing music well within 

their capabilities, rather than attempting overly ambitious repertoire that overstretches the 

musicians; pieces of a modest scale are always acceptable. Please take care to ensure that the 

music chosen is appropriate to the day and season. If the Music Department feels that any item 

is inappropriate we will ask you to make an alternative choice. 

 

Choir rehearsals  
Choirs will normally be given use of the Music Room above the Chapter House. The cathedral 

accepts no liability for loss or damage to items left in the Music Room. Choirs must also ensure 

that the room is left tidy, and that any of the Cathedral Choir’s music is left in place and 

undisturbed. Choirs may normally rehearse in the cathedral during the following times (these 

times may be subject to alteration): 

 

 Sunday      9:45–10:45 

 Wednesday/Thursday    16:45–17:45    

  

On the day of your arrival at the cathedral, you will be greeted by a member of the clergy and to 

practise the procession and have any parts of the service explained to you.  

 

Choirs should be assembled at the bottom of the stairs to the Music Room at least 5 minutes 

before each service is scheduled to begin. 

 

Clothing 
Visiting choirs are invited to wear what they would usually wear for services. In the event that a 

choir are not robed, smart attire is necessary. The cathedral does not allow visiting choirs to 

borrow robes from the Cathedral Choir. Quiet footwear (ideally black) is recommended, and 



 
 

 

choir members are requested to avoid heels which may damage the stonework; flat and sensible 

shoes are required. Academic hoods may be worn during evensong only.  

 

Accompanists 
The majority of choirs bring their own accompanist. If you require one of the Cathedral 

organists to play, this will incur a €100 fee per service. 

 

Psalms and Hymns 
All psalms are sung to Anglican chant. Once your visit is confirmed we will inform you of the 

appointed psalms. 

 
The primary hymnal used by the Cathedral is the New English Hymnal.  The hymns are set by the 

Music Department and can be sent in advance if requested. The hymns are intended to be 

congregational. For that reason, complicated arrangements that would make it difficult for the 

congregation to join in must be avoided. Verses must not be left unaccompanied, nor 

accompanied so lightly that the congregation is inhibited. At Sunday Eucharist the Processional 

Hymn should be accompanied on a very loud registration throughout. 

 

Copyright 
The Cathedral takes the issue of copyright seriously and you are encouraged to ensure that any 

music you reproduce is done so with the permission of the publishers, or under existing 

copyright rules. Please be aware that all services are live-streamed on the Cathedral website via a 

webcam. The services are not recorded. 

 

Cantor 
The Cathedral will not be able to guarantee a cantor for intonations with the exception of the 

Dismissal at Eucharist which is usually sung by the celebrant or one of the assisting clergy. 

Therefore you must delegate intonations to a member of your choir. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Refreshments 
There is a kitchen in the Chapter House which your choir are welcome to use for tea, coffee, or 

water. There are many places near the Cathedral for buying food and drink and some restaurants 

and other amenities are listed in the appendix of this handbook. 

 

After Sunday Eucharist your choir are encouraged to join members of the congregation in the 

Crypt for tea, coffee, and biscuits which are provided by the Friends of the Cathedral. This is a 

good opportunity to meet members of the Cathedral community. We would request that choirs 

refrain from taking food and drink into the choir stalls 

 

 

Toilets 
Toilets are situated in the Chapter House just inside the door through which you enter. 

 

Transport and Parking 
Christ Church is located in the heart of the city centre and is easily accessed from outside the city 

centre by transport links. Transport links on a Sunday are considerably less frequent so we 

recommend planning your journey in advance and aiming to arrive earlier than necessary to 

avoid delays. There is very limited parking available in the immediate area, and visiting choir 

members are not permitted to park on the cathedral grounds. Therefore, utilising public 

transport is recommended where necessary. 

 

Entry to the Cathedral 
When you arrive at the Cathedral you will be let in through the Chapter House door. During the 

week, please ring the office bell (the bell marked ‘Music Office’ is usually unmanned when the 

cathedral choir is not in residence). On Sundays, a verger will be on site to welcome you into tho 

building, and timings will need to be agreed in advance. 

 

  



 
 

 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
EUCHARIST – Sunday at 11:00am 

 

Organ music stops when the celebrating priest walks through the Quire and into the nave, and is 

followed by the Welcome and Notices. The choir assemble behind the organ in line for 

procession.  

The organ begins the Processional Hymn which is sung by choir and congregation whilst 

processing. Once the choir have entered the stalls, all bow together. 

Greeting, Call to Penitence, followed immediately by the Kyrie 

Absolution 

Gloria sung by the choir. Intonation sung by member of the choir. 

Collect of the Day 

Old Testament Lesson 

Psalm sung by the choir  

New Testament Lesson 

Gospel Acclamation (full music can be found at the end of this handbook) 
 

The Gospel is announced and the choir sing the response accompanied by the organ: 

 
After the gospel, the choir sing the response accompanied by the organ 

 
Organ fanfare to cover procession after the Gospel (c. 45 seconds) 

Sermon 

Creed (said) 

Intercessions  

The Peace  

Offertory Hymn followed by organ improvisation if necessary  

The Great Thanksgiving  

Sanctus and Benedictus sung by the choir, after which the choir turn East. 

Memorial Acclamation sung by the choir and accompanied by organ (full music can be found end of this 

handbook) 



 
 

 

The Lord’s Prayer (said facing east) 

Agnus Dei, sung by the choir, 

Members of the choir can now receive communion if they wish.  
 

The choir sings the communion motet. 
(Organ music to cover the choir receiving communion if there are still people receiving after the 

Motet.) 

Post-communion prayer, followed by the post-communion hymn. 

Prayer and Blessing 

Dismissal intoned by the celebrant and the response sung by the congregation and choir and 

accompanied by organ (full music can be found on page 14) 

 
Organ voluntary begins directly after dismissal. The choir turn East, bow together and process 
out of the stalls during the voluntary. 
 

EVENSONG – Weekdays: 18:00, Sunday: 15:30 

Procession of choir and clergy during organ music 

Confession and absolution (SUNDAYS ONLY) 

Preces 

Psalm  

Old Testament Reading 

Magnificat 

New Testament Reading 

Nunc Dimittis 

Creed (said) 

Responses (including The Lord’s Prayer) 

Anthem 

Intercessions ending with the Grace 

Closing Hymn, Blessing (SUNDAYS ONLY) 

Organ voluntary, during which the clergy and choir process out 



 
 

 

Accomodation 

 
Hotels     Jurys Christchurch Inn, Harding Hotel, Hard Rock Hotel, 

 
 

Hostels    Kinlay House, Ashfiel Hostel, Avalon House, Abbey Court 
 
 

 

Restaurants and Pubs 

Dublin is famed for its nightlife. Situated by the Cathedral, Temple bar is full of traditional pubs, 
bars, restaurants and theatres.  
 
Local pubs include: 

The Lord Edward 
The Bull and Castle 

The Stag’s Head 
John Fallon’s 

 
Good restaurants include: 

The Bull and Castle (Traditional Irish) 
Fallon and Byrne (upmarket, seasonal) 

The Porthouse Pintxo (Tapas) 
Ciao Bella Roma (Italian) 

Kathmandu Kitchen (Indian) 
Leo Burdock’s (Fish Shop, takeaway) 

Local Attractions 

Trinity College Dublin 
Book to see the Book of Kells 

St Patrick’s Cathedral 
The National Cathedral of Ireland 

Dublinia 
Attraction centred on the Viking occupation of Dublin 

The Guinness Store 
Tasting and guide to Ireland’s famous drink 

Phoenix Park 
The largest city park in Europe, home to Dublin Zoo 

GPO Witness History Museum 
Museum primarily focused on events up the 1916 uprising 

 
 

Travel by train to the beautiful coastal towns of Howth and Dún Laoghaire. 
For more ideas and information, visit https://www.dublinvisitorcentre.ie 
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Organ Specification  
 
Great Organ  

 
 
Swell Organ  

Quintaton  
Principal  
Rohrflute  
Octave  
Nachthorn  
Nazard  
Fifteenth  
Open Flute  
Tierce  
Mixture IV  
Cymbal II  
Trumpet  

16  
8  
8  
4  
4  
2 2/3  
2  
2  
1 3/5  
2  
½  
8  

Celeste  
Salicional  
Gedackt  
Principal  
Wood Flute  
Gemshorn  
Sesquialtera (12–
17)  
Scharf III–IV  
Double Trumpet  
Cornopean  
Oboe  

8  
8  
8  
4  
4  
2  
II  
1 1/3  
16  
8  
8  

Choir Organ  Pedal Organ  
Stopped Diapaison  
Rohrflute  
Nazard  
Gemshorn  
Tierce  
Cromorne  

8  
4  
2 2/3  
2  
1 3/5  
8  

Open Wood  
Principal  
Bourdon  
Octave  
Bass Flute  
Fifteenth  
Mixture IV  
Contra Trombone  
Trombone  
Bass Trumpet  
Clarion  

16  
16  
16  
8  
8  
4  
2 2/3  
32  
16  
8  
4  

 
Swell Tremulant  
Great Tremulant  
Manual compass: CC-g’’’ 
Pedal compass: CC-f 
Temperament: Equal 
Order of manuals: Great I, Swell II, Choir III 
Disposition of departments: 
Choir in “Brust” position above console; Great in centre of case; Swell at top of case 
Pedal behind Great, with larger bass pipes at rear and in base of case 
NB: No drawstop for Pedal Contra Trombone 32; operable by reversible piston 
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Accomodation 

Hotels  
Jurys Christchurch Inn, 
Christchurch, 
Dublin 2 

Tel: 01 454 0000 
Fax: 014540012 
Email: info@jurys.com 
Web: www.jurysdoyle.com 

Harding Hotel, 
Copper Alley, Fishamble St., 
Dublin 2 

Tel: 01 6796500 
Fax: 01679 6504 
Email: info@hardinghotel.ie 
Web: www.hardinghotel.ie 

Other Accommodation  
Avalon House, 
55 Aungier St., 
Dublin 2 

Tel: 01 475 0001 
Email: groups@avalon-house.ie 
Web: www.avalon-house.ie 

Trinity College, The University of Dublin, 
Dublin 2 

Tel: 01 608 1177 
Email: reservations@tcd.ie 
Web: www.tcd.ie/accommodation  

Church of Ireland College of Education, 
Upper Rathmines Road, 
Dublin 6 

Tel: 01 497 0033 
Email: scampbell@cice.ie 
Web: www.cice.ie 

Church of Ireland Theological     College, 
Braemor Park, 
Dublin 14 

Tel: 01 492 3506 
Email: admin@theologicalinstitute.ie 
Web: www.theologicalinstitute.ie  

Abbey Court, 
29 Bachelor’s Walk, 
Dublin 1 

Tel: +353 1 878 0700 
Email: info@abbey-court.com 
Web: www.abbey-court.com 

Irish Management Institute 
Sandyford Road, 
Dublin 16 

Tel: +353 1 2075900 or +353 1 
2078502 
Email: reservations@imires.ie 
Web: www.imi.ie 

 

  

mailto:info@jurys.com
mailto:info@hardinghotel.ie
mailto:groups@avalon-house.ie
http://www.avalon-house.ie/
mailto:reservations@tcd.ie
http://www.tcd.ie/accommodation
mailto:scampbell@cice.ie
mailto:admin@theologicalinstitute.ie
http://www.theologicalinstitute.ie/
mailto:info@abbey-court.com
mailto:reservations@imires.ie
http://www.imi.ie/
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Restaurants and Pubs 

Restaurants   
Ciao Bella Roma 
Parliament Street,  
Dublin 2 

Tel: +353 1 677 0004 
Web: www.ciabellaroma.ie 
Italian Restaurant, good deals. Booking 
advisable 

The Larder 
8 Parliament St., 
Dublin 2 

Tel: +353 1 633 3581 
Small and stylish Bistro 

Fallon and Byrne 
11–17 Exchequer St., 
Dublin 2 

Tel: +353 1 472 1010 
Web: www.fallonandbyrne.com 
Wine Cellar, Food Hall & Restaurant 

Pubs  
The Lord Edward 
Opposite the Cathedral 

The joint Cathedral Choirs’ local – basic 
bar on ground floor, nicer bar on first 

Oscars Café Bar 
Fishamble Street 

Good drink deals and good food. Popular 
with the Cathedral Choir 

The Beer Market 
High Street, to the West of the 
Cathedral 

Owned by Galway Bay Brewery. Great for 
craft beers. 
www.galwaybaybrewery.com/beermarket/ 
 

 

  

http://www.ciabellaroma.ie/
http://www.fallonandbyrne.com/
http://www.galwaybaybrewery.com/beermarket/
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Local Attractions 

 

Trinity College, The University of 
Dublin 

College Green, bottom of street at East 
end of the cathedral 

St Patrick’s Cathedral, the National 
Cathedral 

South of the cathedral 

Dublinia Adjoining the cathedral via the bridge of 
sighs  
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