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Choral Evensong is essentially a service of reflection—of leaving ourselves open that God
may speak to us through the psalms, readings and canticles, which are the core of the
service.

We welcome you to share with us in worship that has been offered here for nearly a
thousand years. Cathedrals with a great choral tradition draw upon a rich inheritance of
music, much of it sung by the choir alone. In the Anglican tradition this music finds its
natural setting in the office of Evensong, a combination of the medieval offices of Vespers
and Compline. Here beauty in language and music can speak to us of God in a rich and
diverse way. Within this hallowed space you may forget the ceaseless activity of daily life
and be still.

There are no announcements during services. Please join strongly in all spoken parts
and in the singing of hymns (where these are appointed). To aid reflection you are invited
to sit during the psalmody and canticles.

Please stand when the choir and clergy enter.



Introit

If ye love me, keep my commandments.
And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter.
Even the Spirit of truth.

Thomas Tallis (1505-1585) John 14

Following the reading of the sentence, the Priest introduces the Confession.

Dearly beloved, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and confess our
manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble nor cloke them before
the face of almighty God; but confess them with an humble, lowly, penitent and obedient
heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the same, by their infinite goodness
and mercy. And although we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before
God; yet ought we most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet together to render
thanks for the great benefits that we have received at their hands, to set forth their most
worthy praise, to hear their most holy Word, and to ask those things which are requisite
and necessary, as well for the body as the soul. Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as
many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart, and humble voice, unto the
throne of the heavenly grace, as we sit or kneel and humbly confess our sins unto almighty
God.

The Confession

Almighty and most merciful God; We have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost
sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have
offended against thy holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to
have done; And we have done those things which we ought not to have done; And there
is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare
thou them, O God, which confess their faults. Restore thou them that are penitent;
According to thy promises declared unto humankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And
grant, O most merciful God, for their sake; That we may hereafter live a godly,
righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen.

The Absolution

Almighty God, who desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather that they may turn from
their wickedness, and live; and hath given power, and commandment, to their Ministers,
to declare and pronounce to their people, being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of
their sins: They pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly repent, and unfeignedly
believe their holy Gospel. Wherefore let us beseech them to grant us true repentance, and
their Holy Spirit, that those things may please them which we do at this present; and that
the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy; so that at the last we may come to their
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



Preces Robert Ashfield (1911-2006)

Cantor O Lord, open thou our lips;
Choir  and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise,
Cantor O God, make speed to save us;
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us.
Cantor Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Spirit;
Choir  as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.
Cantor Praise ye the Lord.
Choir  The Lord’s Name be praised

The Choir sings the psalm(s) appointed for the day, Psalm 75 Please sit

Unto thee, O God, do we give thanks :
yea, unto thee do we give thanks.
Thy Name also is so nigh :
and that do thy wondrous works declare.
When I receive the congregation :
I shall judge according unto right.
The earth is weak, and all the inhabiters thereof :
I bear up the pillars of it.
I said unto the fools, Deal not so madly:
and to the ungodly, Set not up your horn.
Set not up your horn on high :
and speak not with a stiff neck.
For promotion cometh neither from the east, nor from the west :
nor yet from the south.
And why? God is the Judge :
he putteth down one, and setteth up another.
For in the hand of the Lord there is a cup, and the wine is red :
it is full mixed, and he poureth out of the same.
As for the dregs thereof :
all the ungodly of the earth shall drink them, and suck them out.
But I will talk of the God of Jacob :
and praise him for ever.
All the horns of the ungodly also will I break :

and the horns of the righteous shall be exalted.
Please stand

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost ; As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. Please sit

The First Lesson - 1 Kings 6: 11-14; 23-38



The Magnificat The song of the Blessed Virgin Mary

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath
regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden. For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall
call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name. And his mercy
is on them that fear him: throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength with his arm: he
hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from
their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things:
and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant
Israel: as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. Please stand

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. Please sit

Thomas Morley (1557-1603) Fauxbourdons

The Second Lesson - Acts 12: 1-17

The Nunc Dimittis The song of Simeon

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word. For mine eyes
have seen: thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people; To be a
light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Please stand

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried,

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the Communion of Saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.

Amen.



The Lesser Litany and Responses

Cantor
Choir
Cantor

Choir

Cantor
Choir
Cantor
Choir
Cantor
Choir
Cantor
Choir

Cantor
Choir
Cantor
Choir

The Lord be with you
and with thy spirit.
Let us pray
Please kneel or sit
Lord have mercy upon us.
Christ have mercy upon us.
Lord have mercy upon us.

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And
lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen.

O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;

and grant us thy salvation.

O Lord, guide and defend our rulers;

and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness;

and make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people;

and bless thine inheritance.

Give peace in our time, O Lord;

because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us;

and take not thy holy Spirit from us.

The Collect, of the Day
O God, whose never-failing providence ordereth all things both in heaven and earth;
We humbly beseech thee to put away from us all hurtful things, and to give us those
things which be profitable for us; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Second Collect, for Peace
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed;
Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts
may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by thee, we being defended from
the fear of our enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of
Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus
Christ. Amen.



Anthem

Oh most merciful! Oh most bountiful!

God the Father Almighty!

By the Redeemer’s

Sweet intercession

Hear us, help us when we cry!

Ernest Bullock (1890-1979)

The Prayers

Following the Prayers, we say together

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all for evermore. Amen

Reginald Heber (1783-1826)

Please stand

The Hymn during which a collection will be taken in support of the Cathedral’s mission

Before the ending of the day,

Creator of the world, we pray

That with thy wonted favour thou
Wouldst be our guard and keeper now.

From all ill dreams defend our eyes,
From nightly fears and fantasies;
Tread under foot our ghostly foe,
That no pollution we may know.

O Father, that we ask be done,
Through Jesus Christ, thine only Son;
Who, with the Holy Ghost and thee,
Doth live and reign eternally. Amen

Tune: Te Lucis Ante Terminum

Mode viii

The Blessing

The service concludes with the procession of the clergy and choir.

Please sit for the Organ voluntary

Latin
Tr J.M. Neale 1818-66
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To learn more about the cathedral, and its services and events,
please see the website at www.christchurchcathedral.ie

or pick up a leaflet at the welcome desk

This booklet contains material from The Book of Common Prayer (2004)
of which the copyright is held by the Representative Body of the Church of Ireland

m To use the induction loop system provided
please turn your Hearing Aid to the T position.



