CHRIST CHURCH CATHEDRAL
DUBLIN
Thursday 24 March 2022

18.00 Choral Evensong
Sung by the Cathedral Choir

Cathedral Choral Evensong is essentially a service of reflection—of leaving ourselves open
that God may speak to us through the psalms, readings and canticles, which are the core
of the service.
We welcome you to share with us in worship that has been offered here for nearly a
thousand years. Cathedrals with a great choral tradition draw upon a rich inheritance of
music, much of it sung by the choir alone. In the Anglican tradition this music finds its
natural setting in the office of Evensong, a combination of the medieval offices of Vespers
and Compline. Here beauty in language and music can speak to us of God in a rich and
diverse way. Within this hallowed space you may forget the ceaseless activity of daily life
and be still.
The choice of scripture readings is from the ecumenical lectionary now in use in the
Church of Ireland, reading though the different books of the Bible, little by little, day by
day. Today’s readings will be continued tomorrow.
There are no announcements during services. Please join strongly in all spoken parts
and in the singing of hymns (where these are appointed). To aid reflection you are invited
to sit during the singing of the psalm(s) and the canticles.
Please stand when the choir and clergy enter.
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O Lord, open thou our lips;
and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise,
O God, make speed to save us;
O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s Name be praised

Please sit for PSALM sung by the choir
Put me not to rebuke, O Lord, in thine anger: neither chasten me in thy heavy displeasure.
For thine arrows stick fast in me: and thy hand presseth me sore. There is no health in my
flesh, because of thy displeasure: neither is there any rest in my bones, by reason of my
sin. For my wickednesses are gone over my head: and are like a sore burden, too heavy for
me to bear. My wounds stink, and are corrupt: through my foolishness. I am brought into
so great trouble and misery: that I go mourning all the day long. For my loins are filled
with a sore disease: and there is no whole part in my body. I am feeble, and sore smitten: I
have roared for the very disquietness of my heart. Lord, thou knowest all my desire: and
my groaning is not hid from thee. My heart panteth, my strength hath failed me: and the
sight of mine eyes is gone from me. My lovers and my neighbours did stand looking upon
my trouble: and my kinsmen stood afar off. They also that sought after my life laid snares
for me: and they that went about to do me evil talked of wickedness, and imagined deceit
all the day long. As for me, I was like a deaf man, and heard not: and as one that is dumb,
who doth not open his mouth. I became even as a man that heareth not: and in whose
mouth are no reproofs. For in thee, O Lord, have I put my trust: thou shalt answer for me,
O Lord my God. I have required that they, even mine enemies, should not triumph over
me: for when my foot slipped, they rejoiced greatly against me. And I, truly, am set in the
plague: and my heaviness is ever in my sight. For I will confess my wickedness: and be
sorry for my sin. But mine enemies live, and are mighty: and they that hate me wrongfully
are many in number. They also that reward evil for good are against me: because I follow
the thing that good is. Forsake me not, O Lord my God: be not thou far from me. Haste
thee to help me: O Lord God of my salvation.
PLEASE STAND
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost ; As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.
Please sit
THE FIRST LESSON—Joshua 4:1-13
MAGNIFICAT
THOMAS T NOBLE (1867-1953) EVENING SERVICE IN B MINOR
The song of the Blessed Virgin Mary
My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath
regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden. For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall
call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name. And his mercy
is on them that fear him: throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength with his arm: he
hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from
their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things:
and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant
Israel: as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever.
Please stand
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.
Please sit
THE SECOND LESSON—2 Corinthians 4:16-5:5

NUNC DIMITTIS
THOMAS T NOBLE (1867-1953) EVENING SERVICE IN B MINOR
The song of Simeon
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word. For mine eyes
have seen: thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people; To be a
light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Please stand
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is
now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth: And in Jesus Christ
his only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried, He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the
dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the Communion of Saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
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RESPONSES Philip Radcliffe (1905-1986)
The Lord be with you
and with thy spirit.
Let us pray
Please kneel or sit
Lord have mercy upon us.
Christ have mercy upon us.
Lord have mercy upon us.
Our Father,
which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us
our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen.
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us;
and grant us thy salvation.
O Lord, guide and defend our rulers;
and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy Ministers with righteousness;
and make thy chosen people joyful.
O Lord, save thy people;
and bless thine inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord;
because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us;
and take not thy holy Spirit from us.

The Collect, of the Day
We beseech thee, Almighty God, mercifully to look upon thy people; that by thy great
goodness they may be governed and preserved evermore, both in body and soul;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Lent Collect
Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and dost
forgive the sins of all them that are penitent; Create and make in us new and contrite
hearts, that we worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may
obtain of thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Second Collect, for Peace
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed;
Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts
may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by thee, we being defended from
the fear of our enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of
Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.
The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus
Christ. Amen.

ANTHEM
Ave Maria gratia plena, Dominus tecum:
Hail, Mary, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is with thee:
benedicta tu in mulieribus et benedictus fructus ventris tui, Jesus.
blessed art thou among women and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.
Sancta Maria, Mater Dei, ora pro nobis peccatoribus,
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners,
nunc et in hora mortis nostrae. Amen.
now and at the hour of our death. Amen.

Anton Bruckner (1824-96)

The Angelic Salutation

THE PRAYERS

Please stand for the procession of choir and clergy and sit for the
ORGAN VOLUNTARY
which concludes the service

