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The Gathering of God’s People 

Please stand for the procession of choir and clergy and for the singing of the hymn 
 

Processional Hymn

 

Lord of beauty, thine the splendour 
   Shown in earth and sky and sea, 
Burning sun and moonlight tender, 
   Hill and river, flower and tree: 
Lest we fail our praise to render 
   Touch our eyes that they may see. 

Lord of wisdom, whom obeying 
   Mighty waters ebb and flow, 
While unhasting, undelaying, 
   Planets on their courses go: 
In thy laws thyself displaying, 
   Teach our minds thyself to know. 

Lord of life, alone sustaining 
   All below and all above, 
Lord of love, by whose ordaining 
   Sun and stars sublimely move: 
In our earthly spirits reigning, 
   Lift our hearts that we may love. 

Lord of beauty, bid us own thee, 
   Lord of truth, our footsteps guide, 
Till as Love our hearts enthrone thee, 
   And, with vision purified, 
Lord of all, when all have known thee,  
   Thou in all art glorified. 

Tune: Regent Square Cyril A. Alington (1872–1955) 
Henry Smart (1813–1879) 

 
 

The Greeting 
In the name of the † Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all 
and also with you. 



 

   

The Collect for Purity 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hidden; 
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

The Confession is introduced: 
God so loved the world that he gave his only Son Jesus Christ, to save us 
from our sins, to intercede for us in heaven, and to bring us to eternal life. 
Let us then confess our sins in penitence and faith, firmly resolved to keep 
God’s commandments and to live in love and peace: 
 

Silence is kept. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, we have sinned in thought and word 
and deed, and in what we have left undone.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us,  
that we may walk in newness of life to the glory of your name. Amen. 

The priest pronounces the Absolution: 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you,  
† pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in 
all goodness, and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
All join in saying: 
Glory to God in the highest,  
and peace to God's people on earth.  
Lord God, heavenly king,  
almighty God and Father,  
we worship you, we give you thanks,  
we praise you for your glory.  
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,  
Lord God, Lamb of God,  
you take away the sin of the world:  
have mercy on us;  
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:  
receive our prayer.  
For you alone are the Holy One:  
you alone are the Lord:  
you alone are the Most High,  
Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit,  
in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 



 

   

The Collect of the Day 
Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of the Church 
is governed and sanctified: Hear our prayer which we offer for all your faithful 
people, that in their vocation and ministry they may serve you in holiness and 
truth to the glory of your name; through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

Please sit 

Proclaiming and Receiving the Word 
 

The First Reading        Genesis 18: 1-10a 
A reading from the book of Genesis:  

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the 
entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He looked up and saw three men 
standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet 
them, and bowed down to the ground. He said, ‘My lord, if I find favour with 
you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be brought, and wash your 
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you 
may refresh yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come 
to your servant.’ So they said, ‘Do as you have said.’ And Abraham hastened 
into the tent to Sarah, and said, ‘Make ready quickly three measures of choice 
flour, knead it, and make cakes.’ Abraham ran to the herd, and took a calf, 
tender and good, and gave it to the servant, who hastened to prepare it. Then 
he took curds and milk and the calf that he had prepared, and set it before 
them; and he stood by them under the tree while they ate. 

They said to him, ‘Where is your wife Sarah?’ And he said, ‘There, in the 
tent.’ Then one said, ‘I will surely return to you in due season, and your wife 
Sarah shall have a son.’ 
 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
The Psalm   Psalm 15 
 

1. Lord, who may dwell in your tabernacle? Who may rest upon your 
holy hill? 

2. Whoever leads an uncorrupt life and does the thing that is right; 
3. Who speaks the truth from the heart and bears no deceit on the tongue; 
4. Who does no evil to a friend and pours no scorn on a neighbour; 
5. In whose sight the wicked are not esteemed, but who honours those 

who fear the Lord. 
6. Whoever has sworn to a neighbour and never goes back on that word; 
7. Who does not lend money in hope of gain, nor takes a bribe against the 

innocent; 
8. Whoever does these things shall never fall. 



 

   

The Second Reading       Colossians 1: 15-28 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians:       

Christ is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation; for 
in him all things in heaven and on earth were created, things visible and 
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or powers—all things have 
been created through him and for him. He himself is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together. He is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that he might come to have first place 
in everything. For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and 
through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on 
earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. 

And you who were once estranged and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 
he has now reconciled in his fleshly body through death, so as to present you 
holy and blameless and irreproachable before him— provided that you 
continue securely established and steadfast in the faith, without shifting from 
the hope promised by the gospel that you heard, which has been proclaimed 
to every creature under heaven. I, Paul, became a servant of this gospel. 

I am now rejoicing in my sufferings for your sake, and in my flesh I am 
completing what is lacking in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, that 
is, the church. I became its servant according to God’s commission that was 
given to me for you, to make the word of God fully known, the mystery that 
has been hidden throughout the ages and generations but has now been 
revealed to his saints. To them God chose to make known how great among 
the Gentiles are the riches of the glory of this mystery, which is Christ in you, 
the hope of glory. It is he whom we proclaim, warning everyone and teaching 
everyone in all wisdom, so that we may present everyone mature in Christ. 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

The Gospel Reading  Luke 10: 38-42 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St N. 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
All turn to face the reader 

Now as Jesus and his disciples went on their way, he entered a certain 
village, where a woman named Martha welcomed him into her home. She had 
a sister named Mary, who sat at the Lord’s feet and listened to what he was 
saying. But Martha was distracted by her many tasks; so she came to him and 
asked, ‘Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to do all the work by 
myself? Tell her then to help me.’ But the Lord answered her, ‘Martha, Martha, 
you are worried and distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing. 
Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.’ 
 

This is the gospel of the Lord. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ  



 

   

The Sermon  
 
 
The Nicene Creed please stand 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified; 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

  



 

   

The Prayers of the People  All sit or kneel 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful Father, accept these our prayers 
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. please stand 
 

The Peace 
The priest introduces the peace with these words 

Christ is our peace. He has reconciled us into one body by the cross. We meet 
in his name and share his peace. 
The priest says 
The peace of the Lord be always with you; and also with you.   
Those present may offer one another a sign of peace.  

 

Celebrating at the Lord’s Table 

Offertory Hymn 
A collection is taken at this point. Card donations accepted at Welcome Desk following the service

 
Teach me, my God and King, 
In all things thee to see; 
And what I do in anything 
To do it as for thee! 

A man who looks on glass, 
On it may stay his eye; 
Or if he pleaseth, through it pass, 
And then the heaven espy. 

All may of thee partake; 
Nothing can be so mean, 
Which with this tincture, ‘for thy sake’, 
Will not grow bright and clean. 

A servant with this clause 
Makes drudgery divine; 
Who sweeps a room, as for thy laws, 
Makes that and the action fine. 

This is the famous stone 
That turneth all to gold; 
For that which God doth touch and own 
Cannot for less be told.   

  

Tune: Sandys George Herbert 1593-1633 
From W. Sandy’s Christmas Carols 1833  

 

 

 
 

The Preparation of the Altar 
Wise and gracious God, you spread a table before us; 
nourish your people with the word of life, and the bread of heaven. Amen. 
 



 

   

The Taking of the Bread and Wine 
the priest says 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us: 
therefore let us celebrate the feast. 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
 and also with you 

Lift up your hearts. 
 we lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 it is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Father, almighty and everliving God, 
at all times and in all places it is right to give you thanks and praise: 

And so with all your people, 
with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and saying: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Blessed are you, Father, All remain standing 

the creator and sustainer of all things; 
you made us in your own image, 
male and female you created us; 
even when we turned away from you, 
you never ceased to care for us, 
but in your love and mercy you freed us from the slavery of sin, 
giving your only begotten Son to become man 
and suffer death on the cross to redeem us: 
he made there the one complete and all-sufficient sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world: 
 

he instituted, 
and in his holy Gospel commanded us to continue, 
a perpetual memory of his precious death 
until he comes again. 
 

On the night that he was betrayed he took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat, 
this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 



 

   

In the same way, after supper he took the cup; 
and when he had given thanks to you, 
he gave it to them, saying, Drink this, all of you, 
for this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 

Therefore, Father, with this bread and this cup  
we do as Christ your Son commanded: 
we remember his passion and death, 
we celebrate his resurrection and ascension, 
and we look for the coming of his kingdom. 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts, 
grant by the power of the life-giving Spirit 
that we may be made one in your holy Church 
and partakers of the body and blood of your Son, 
that he may dwell in us and we in him: 
Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, Almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us we are bold to say 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The priest breaks the consecrated bread for communion and says 

The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
 

The Communion 
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 



 

   

 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 

 
 

Guided by the vergers, the people come forward to receive communion. Wherever you are from and whatever you 
believe you are welcome to receive at the table of the Lord.  If you require a gluten free wafer please indicate this to 
the priest. 

 

The Great Silence 
The silence is broken by the post-communion prayer.  

 

Going Out as God’s People 
Prayer after Communion  
Holy and blessed God,  
as you give us the body and blood of your Son,  
guide us with your Holy Spirit,  
that we may honour you not only with our lips  
but also with our lives;  
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

All say: 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   

Postcommunion Hymn 

 
All for Jesus! all for Jesus!  
   This our song shall ever be;  
For we have no hope nor Saviour  
   If we have not hope in thee. 
  
All for Jesus! thou wilt give us  
   Strength to serve thee hour by hour:  
None can move us from thy presence  
   While we trust thy love and power. 
  
All for Jesus! at thine altar 
   Thou dost give us sweet content; 
There, dear Saviour, we receive thee 
   In thy holy sacrament. 
 
All for Jesus! thou hast loved us, 
   All for Jesus! thou hast died, 
All for Jesus! thou art with us, 
   All for Jesus, glorified! 
 
All for Jesus! All for Jesus! 
   This the Church's song shall be, 
Till at last the flock is gathered 
   One in love, and one in thee. 

 

Tune: All for Jesus 
John Stainer (1840–1901) W. J. Sparrow-Simpson (1852–1952) 

 

The Blessing & Dismissal 
The priest blesses the people with these words 

The God of all grace, 
who called you to his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, 
establish, strengthen and settle you in the faith; 

and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

The priest or the deacon says or sings 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 
In the name of Christ. Amen 



 

   

 
 

Please stand for the procession of choir and clergy and sit for the 

Organ Voluntary 

 

which concludes the service 
 

Please join us in the South Transept for a cup of tea or coffee directly 
following the service! 

 
 


