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Choral Evensong is essentially a service of reflection—of leaving ourselves open that God 
may speak to us through the psalms, readings and canticles, which are the core of the 
service. 
 We welcome you to share with us in worship that has been offered here for nearly a 
thousand years. Cathedrals with a great choral tradition draw upon a rich inheritance of 
music, much of it sung by the choir alone. In the Anglican tradition this music finds its 
natural setting in the office of Evensong, a combination of the medieval offices of Vespers 
and Compline. Here beauty in language and music can speak to us of God in a rich and 
diverse way. Within this hallowed space you may forget the ceaseless activity of daily life 
and be still. 
 There are no announcements during services. Please join strongly in all spoken parts 
and in the singing of hymns (where these are appointed). To aid reflection you are invited 
to sit during the psalmody and canticles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introit 

A tender shoot has started up from a root of grace,  
as ancient seers imparted from Jesse's holy race.  
It blooms without a blight, blooms in the cold bleak winter  
turning our darkness into light. 

This shoot, Isaiah taught us, from Jesse's root should spring. 
The Virgin Mary brought us the branch of which we sing: 
Our God of endless might gave her this child to save us,  
thus turning darkness into light. 

Otto Goldschmidt (1829—1907)  William Bartholomew (1793–1867) 

 

Please stand when the choir and clergy enter. 

 



Following the reading of the sentence, the Priest introduces the Confession. 

Dearly beloved, the Scripture moveth us in sundry places to acknowledge and confess our 
manifold sins and wickedness; and that we should not dissemble nor cloke them before 
the face of almighty God; but confess them with an humble, lowly, penitent and obedient 
heart; to the end that we may obtain forgiveness of the same, by their infinite goodness 
and mercy. And although we ought at all times humbly to acknowledge our sins before 
God; yet ought we most chiefly so to do, when we assemble and meet together to render 
thanks for the great benefits that we have received at their hands, to set forth their most 
worthy praise, to hear their most holy Word, and to ask those things which are requisite 
and necessary, as well for the body as the soul. Wherefore I pray and beseech you, as 
many as are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart, and humble voice, unto the 
throne of the heavenly grace, as we sit or kneel and humbly confess our sins unto almighty 
God. 

The Confession  

Almighty and most merciful God; We have erred and strayed from thy ways like lost 
sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have 
offended against thy holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to 
have done; And we have done those things which we ought not to have done; And there 
is no health in us. But thou, O Lord, have mercy upon us, miserable offenders. Spare 
thou them, O God, which confess their faults. Restore thou them that are penitent; 
According to thy promises declared unto humankind in Christ Jesus our Lord. And 
grant, O most merciful God, for their sake; That we may hereafter live a godly, 
righteous, and sober life, To the glory of thy holy Name. Amen. 

The Absolution 

Almighty God, who desireth not the death of a sinner, but rather that they may turn from 
their wickedness, and live; and hath given power, and commandment, to their Ministers, 
to declare and pronounce to their people, being penitent, the Absolution and Remission of 
their sins: They pardoneth and absolveth all them that truly repent, and unfeignedly 
believe their holy Gospel. Wherefore let us beseech them to grant us true repentance, and 
their Holy Spirit, that those things may please them which we do at this present; and that 
the rest of our life hereafter may be pure and holy; so that at the last we may come to their 
eternal joy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
Preces Thomas Tomkins (1572-1656) 

Cantor O Lord, open thou our lips; 
Choir and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise, 
Cantor O God, make speed to save us; 
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Cantor Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the  Holy Spirit;  
Choir as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
 world without end. Amen. 
Cantor Praise ye the Lord. 
Choir The Lord’s Name be praised  

 

 



The Choir sings the psalm(s) appointed for the day, Psalm 8 Please sit 

O Lord our Governor, how excellent is thy Name in all the world: thou that hast set thy 
glory above the heavens! Out of the mouth of very babes and sucklings hast thou ordained 
strength, because of thine enemies: that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger. For 
I will consider thy heavens, even the works of thy fingers: the moon and the stars, which 
thou hast ordained. What is man, that thou art mindful of him: and the son of man, that 
thou visitest him? Thou madest him lower than the angels: to crown him with glory and 
worship. Thou makest him to have dominion of the works of thy hands: and thou hast put 
all things in subjection under his feet; All sheep and oxen: yea, and the beasts of the field; 
The fowls of the air, and the fishes of the sea: and whatsoever walketh through the paths 
of the seas. O Lord our Governor: how excellent is thy Name in all the world! 

              Please stand 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost ; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.  Please sit 

The First Lesson - Isaiah 5: 8-30 

The Magnificat The song of the Blessed Virgin Mary   

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath 
regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden. For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall 
call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name. And his mercy 
is on them that fear him: throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength with his arm: he 
hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from 
their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant 
Israel: as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. Please stand 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.  Please sit 

John Ireland (1879-1962) Evening Service in F 

 
The Second Lesson - Acts 13: 13-41 
 
The Nunc Dimittis The song of Simeon  
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word. For mine eyes 
have seen: thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people; To be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Please stand 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried, 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the Communion of Saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Responses   

Cantor The Lord be with you 
Choir and with thy spirit. 
Cantor Let us pray 

 Please kneel or sit 

Choir Lord have mercy upon us.  
 Christ have mercy upon us. 
 Lord have mercy upon us. 
 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 

Cantor O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 
Choir and grant us thy salvation. 
Cantor O Lord, guide and defend our rulers; 
Choir and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Cantor Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
Choir and make thy chosen people joyful. 
Cantor O Lord, save thy people; 
Choir and bless thine inheritance. 
 
Cantor Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
Choir because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
Cantor O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
Choir and take not thy holy Spirit from us. 

 
 



The Collect, of the Day 
O Lord Jesu Christ, who at thy first coming didst send thy messenger to prepare thy 
way before thee; Grant that the minsters and stewards of thy mysteries may likewise so 
prepare and make ready thy way, by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the 
wisdom of the just, that at thy second coming to judge the world we may be found an 
acceptable people in thy sight, who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, ever one God, world without end. Amen 

 
The Collect for Advent 

Almighty God, Give us grace to cast away the works of darlness and to put on the 
armour of light now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came 
to us in great humility; that on the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious 
majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to life immortal; through him 
who is alive and reigneth with thee and the Holy Spiritm now and ever. Amen 

The Second Collect, for Peace 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; 
Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts 
may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by thee, we being defended from 
the fear of our enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

 

Anthem 

Richte mich, Gott, und führe meine Sache wider das unheilige Volk, und errette mich von 
den falschen und bösen Leuten.  Denn du bist der Gott meiner Stärke, warum verstössest 
du mich? Warum lässest du mich so traurig geh'n, wenn mein Feind mich drängt?  Sende 
dein Licht und deine Wahrheit, dass sie mich leiten zu deinem heiligen Berge und zu 
deiner Wohnung, dass ich hineingehe zum Altar Gottes, zu dem Gott der meine Freude 
und Wonne ist, und dir, Gott, auf der Harfe danke, mein Gott.  Was betrübst du dich 
meine Seele, und bist so unruhig in? Harre auf Gott! denn ich werde ihm noch danken, 
dass er meines Angesichts Hülfe, und mein Gott ist. 

Judge me, O God and plead my cause against the ungodly nation and deliver me from the deceitful 
and unjust people. For thou art the God of my strength: why hast thou cast me off? why dost thou 
let me go mourning, while my enemy oppresses me?  Send out thy light and thy righteousness that 
they may lead me to thy holy mountain and to thy dwelling, that I may go in to the altar of God, to 
the God who is my joy and delight, and thank thee upon the harp, O God my God.  Why art thou so 
troubled, O my soul, and why art thou so unquiet within me? hope in God! for I will yet thank him, 
who is the help of my countenance, and my God. 

Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847)             Psalm 43 
 

The Prayers 
Following the Prayers, we say together 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the Love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
be with us all for evermore. Amen Please stand 



The Hymn during which a collection will be taken in support of the Cathedral’s mission 

 

 

Lift up your heads ye mighty gates, 
 Behold the King of glory waits, 
The King of kings is drawing near, 
 The Saviour of the world is here. 

O blest the land, the city blest, 
 Where Christ the ruler is confessed; 
O happy hearts and happy homes 
 To whom this King in triumph comes 

Come then, O Saviour, and abide, 
 Our hearts to thee be open wide; 
May all thy inward presence feel, 
 To all thy grace and love reveal. 

Tune: Wareham Georg Weissel (1590–1635) 
melody by William Knapp (c. 1698–1768) trans. Catherine Winkworth (1827–1878) 

 

 

The Blessing 
 

The service concludes with the procession of the clergy and choir.  
 
Please sit for the Organ voluntary 
 
Allegro assai vivace from Sonata I Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
To learn more about the cathedral, and its services and events, 

please see the website at www.christchurchcathedral.ie  
or pick up a leaflet at the welcome desk 

 
This booklet contains material from The Book of Common Prayer (2004) 

of which the copyright is held by the Representative Body of the Church of Ireland. 
 

 

  

To use the induction loop system provided 
please turn your Hearing Aid to the T position. 

 


