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The Advent Prose 
  

Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness. 
Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, my salvation shall not tarry: I have blotted 
out as a thick cloud thy transgressions: Fear not, for I will save thee: For I am 
the Lord thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Redeemer. 
Drop down, ye heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down righteousness. 

 

Please stand for the procession of the choir and clergy and for the singing of the hymn 

 



 

   

The Gathering of God’s People 
 

Processional Hymn

 

Come, thou redeemer of the earth, 
And manifest thy virgin-birth: 
Let every age adoring fall, 
Such birth befits the God of all. 

Begotten of no human will, 
But of the Spirit, thou art still 
The Word of God, in flesh arrayed, 
The Saviour, now to man displayed. 

O equal to thy Father, thou! 
Gird on thy fleshly mantle now, 
The weakness of our mortal state 
With deathless might invigorate. 

Thy cradle here shall glitter bright, 
And darkness glow with new-born light, 
No more shall night extinguish day, 
Where love’s bright beams their power display. 

O Jesu, Virgin-born, to thee 
Eternal praise and glory be, 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Spirit, evermore. Amen 

 

Tune: Puer nobis nascitur St Ambrose (340-397) 
Melody adapted by Michael Praetorius (1571–1621) trans. J.M. Neale (1818–1866) et al. 

 
 

The Greeting 
In the name of the † Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all 
and also with you. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

  

The Summary of the Law 

Hear what our Lord Jesus Christ says: 
You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart 
and with all your soul and with all your mind. 
This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like it. 
You shall love your neighbour as yourself 
On these two commandments depend all the law 
and the prophets. Matthew 22: 37-39 

Lord, have mercy on us, and write these your laws in our hearts. 

 
The Call to Penitence 
When the Lord comes,  
he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, 
and will disclose the purposes of the heart. 
Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

Kyrie (sung by the choir)   
Kyrie eleison; Christe eleison; Kyrie eleison. 
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
 

The priest pronounces the Absolution: 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you,  
† pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in 
all goodness, and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen 
 

The Collect of the Day 
God our redeemer, 
who prepared the blessed Virgin Mary 
to be the mother of your Son: 
Grant that, as she looked for his coming as our saviour, 
so we may be ready to greet him 
when he comes again as our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

The Advent Collect 
Almighty God, 
Give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light now in the time of this mortal life 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.        Please sit 

 

Proclaiming and Receiving the Word 

The First Reading   Isaiah 7: 10-16 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it 
be deep as Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not 
put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: ‘Hear then, O house of David! Is it 
too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 
shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey 
by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before 
the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before 
whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted. 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
The Psalm (sung by the choir)  Psalm 80: 1-8, 18-20 

Hear O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep: shew 
thyself also, thou that sittest upon the cherubims. Before Ephraim, Benjamin, 
and Manasses: stir up thy strength, and come, and help us. Turn us again, O 
God: shew the light of thy countenance, and we shall be whole. O Lord God of 
hosts: how long wilt thou be angry with thy people that prayeth? Thou feedest 
them with the bread of tears: and givest them plenteousness of tears to drink. 
Thou hast made us a very strife unto our neighbours: and our enemies laugh 
us to scorn. Turn us again, thou God of hosts: shew the light of thy 
countenance, and we shall be whole. Let thy hand be upon the man of thy right 
hand: and upon the son of man, whom thou madest so strong for thine own 
self. And so will not we go back from thee: O let us live, and we shall call upon 
thy Name. Turn us again, O Lord God of hosts: shew the light of thy 
countenance, and we shall be whole. 



 

  

The Second Reading                  Romans 1: 1-7 
 

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans 
 
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel 
of God, which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with power according 
to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including 
yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
 
To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 
The Advent Wreath Prayers 
Please stand as the Gospel moves down the Nave 

On each of the four Sundays in this season we will light a candle on the Advent Wreath to remind 
us of those who prepared the way for the coming of Christ. Today we remember John the Baptist. 
The choir sings:  

Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, merciful and gentle; to you be praise and 
glory for ever! Your light has shone in our darkened world through the child-
bearing of blessed Mary; grant that we who have seen your glory may daily be 
renewed in your image and prepared like her for the coming of your Son, who 
is the Lord and Saviour of all. 

and the people join in singing the response:   

 
The deacon then lights the candle 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

The Gospel Reading         Matthew 1: 18-25 
 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St Matthew 
Response  

 
All turn to face the reader 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 
dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: 

‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him 
Emmanuel’, which means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, 
he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but 
had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him 
Jesus. 
 
This is the gospel of the Lord. 
Response  

 
 
 
 
The Sermon  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

The Nicene Creed   please stand 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified; 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

 

The Prayers of the People  All sit or kneel 

Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful Father, accept these our prayers 
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. please stand 



 

  

The Peace 
The priest introduces the peace with these words 

In the tender mercy of our God, 
the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
 
The priest says 
The peace of the Lord be always with you;  
And also with you.   
Those present may offer one another a sign of peace.  

 
 

 

Celebrating at the Lord’s Table 
 

A collection is taken at this point. Card donations are accepted at the  
Welcome Desk following the service. 

If you prefer to donate by your Mobile/Cell phone,  
please scan the following QR code: 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

  

Offertory Hymn 
 

 

Sing we of the blessèd Mother 

Who received the angel’s word, 

And obedient to his summons 

Bore in love the infant Lord; 

Sing we of the joys of Mary 

At whose breast that child was fed 

Who is Son of God eternal 

And the everlasting Bread. 

 

Sing we, too, of Mary’s sorrows, 

Of the sword that pierced her through, 

When beneath the cross of Jesus 

She his weight of suffering knew, 

Looked upon her Son and Saviour 

Reigning high on Calvary’s tree, 

Saw the price of man’s redemption 

Paid to set the sinner free. 

 

Sing the chiefest joy of Mary 

When on earth her work was done, 

And the Lord of all creation 

Brought her to his heavenly home: 

Virgin Mother, Mary blessèd, 

Raised on high and crowned with grace, 

May your Son, the world’s redeemer, 

Grant us all to see his face. 

Tune: Abbot’s Leigh 
Cyril Taylor (1907–1991) G.B. Timms (b. 1910) 

 

 
The Preparation of the Altar 
Wise and gracious God, you spread a table before us; 
nourish your people with the word of life, and the bread of heaven. Amen. 
 

The Taking of the Bread and Wine 
the priest says 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us: 
therefore let us celebrate the feast. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
 and also with you 

Lift up your hearts. 
 we lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 it is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
Father, almighty and everliving God, 
at all times and in all places it is right to give you thanks and praise: 
Salvation is your gift 
through the coming of your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
and by him you will make all things new 
when he returns in glory to judge the world: 
And so with all your people, 
with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 

 
The choir sings 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, Dominus Deus Sabaoth. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. Hosanna in excelsis. 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. Hosanna in excelsis. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Blessed are you, Father,   All remain standing 

the creator and sustainer of all things; 
you made us in your own image, 
male and female you created us; 
even when we turned away from you, 
you never ceased to care for us, 
but in your love and mercy you freed us from the slavery of sin, 
giving your only begotten Son to become man 
and suffer death on the cross to redeem us: 
he made there the one complete and all-sufficient sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world: 
 

he instituted, 
and in his holy Gospel commanded us to continue, 
a perpetual memory of his precious death 
until he comes again. 
 

  



 

  

On the night that he was betrayed he took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat, 
this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup; 
and when he had given thanks to you, 
he gave it to them, saying, Drink this, all of you, 
for this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 

All sing 

 

 
 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts, 
grant by the power of the life-giving Spirit 
that we may be made one in your holy Church 
and partakers of the body and blood of your Son, 
that he may dwell in us and we in him: 
Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, Almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us we are bold to say 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 



 

  

The Breaking of the Bread 
The priest breaks the consecrated bread for communion and says 

The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
 

The Communion 
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 
Please sit while the choir sings  

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 

Guided by the vergers, the people come forward to receive communion. Wherever you are from and 
whatever you believe you are welcome to receive at the table of the Lord.  If you require a gluten free 
wafer please indicate this to the priest. 

 

Communion Motet 
 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, As those of old have sung. 
It came, a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, When half spent was the night. 
 
Isaiah ‘twas foretold it, The rose I had in mind; 
With Mary we behold it, the virgin and mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Saviour, when half spent was the night. 
 
This Flower, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 
Dispells with glorious splendour the darkness everywhere; 
True man, yet very God, from sin and death He saves us, and lightens ev’ry load. 
 
O Saviour, Child of Mary, Who felt our human woe, 
O Saviour, King of glory, who dost our weakness know; 
Bring us at length we pray, to the bright courts of heaven, And to the endless day! 

Russell Pascoe (b.1959) 

 

  
 

 

The Great Silence 
The silence is broken by the post-communion prayer.  

 



 

  

Going Out as God’s People 

Prayer after Communion  
Heavenly Father, 
you have given us a pledge of eternal redemption. 
Grant that we may always eagerly celebrate 
the saving mystery of the incarnation of your Son. 
We ask this through him whose coming is certain, 
whose day draws near, 
your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

All say: 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

  

Postcommunion Hymn

 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord: 
   Unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 
Tender to me the promise of his word; 
   In God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name: 
   Make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
His mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
   His holy name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might: 
   Powers and dominions lay their glory by; 
Proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
The hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 

Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word: 
   Firm is his promise, and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
   To children's children and for evermore 

Tune: Woodlands Timothy Dudley-Smith (b.1926) 
Walter Greatorex (1877–1949) based St. Luke 1:46–55 in the New English Bible 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   

The Blessing & Dismissal 
 
The priest blesses the people with these words 

Christ the sun of righteousness shine upon you, 
scatter the darkness from your path, 
and make you ready to meet him when he comes in glory; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

The priest or the deacon says or sings 

Go in the peace of Christ 

The choir and the people sing  
 

 

 

 
 

Please stand for the procession of choir and clergy and sit for the 

Organ Voluntary 

Allegro from Sonata V BWV 529 J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

which concludes the service 
 

 
Please join us in the South Transept for a cup of tea or coffee directly 

following the service! 

 
All are welcome to join us at 3.30 today for our Festival of Nine Lessons and 

Carols. Services are free and do not require booking. 
 
 

To learn more about the cathedral, and its services and events, 
please see the website at www.christchurchcathedral.ie  

or pick up a leaflet at the welcome desk 
 

This booklet contains material from The Book of Common Prayer (2004) 
of which the copyright is held by the Representative Body of the Church of Ireland. 

 
 

  

To use the induction loop system provided 
please turn your Hearing Aid to the T position. 

 
 



 

   

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

   

 


