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Introit 

 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. Hosanna in excelsis. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 

Tl da Victoria (1548-1611) from Missa Ave Regina coelorum 

 

 

 

 

Please stand for the procession of choir and clergy and for the singing of the hymn 



 

   

The Gathering of God’s People 
 

Processional Hymn 

 
The sinless one to Jordan came 
    To share our fallen nature’s blame;  
God’s righteousness he thus fulfilled 
    And chose the path his Father willed. 

Uprising from the waters there,  
    The voice from heaven did witness bear 
That he, the Son of God, had come  
    To lead his scattered people home. 

Above him see the heavenly Dove, 
    The sign of God the Father’s love, 
Now by the Holy Spirit shed 
    Upon the Son’s anointed head. 

How blest that mission then begun 
    To heal and save a race undone; 
Straight to the wilderness he goes 
    To wrestle with his people’s foes. 

Dear Lord, let those baptized from sin 
    Go forth with you, a world to win, 
And send the Holy Spirit’s power 
    To shield them in temptation’s hour. 

On you shall all your people feed 
    And know you are the Bread indeed, 
Who gives eternal life to those 
    That with you died, and with you rose. 

Tune: Solemnis haec festivitas 
Paris Gradual, 1685 G.B. Timms (b. 1910) 

 
 

The Greeting 
In the name of the † Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all 
and also with you. 



 

   

The Call to Penitence 

St Paul says, ‘Be imitators of God; love as Christ loved; do not grieve the Holy 
Spirit; put away all anger and bitterness, all slander and malice.’ So let us 
confess our sins to God who forgives us in Christ.                      cf Ephesians 4.30 - 5.1 

Kyrie (sung by the choir)   

Kyrie eleison; Christe eleison; Kyrie eleison. 
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
 

The priest pronounces the Absolution: 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you,  
† pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in 
all goodness, and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

Gloria (sung by the choir) 
Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax hominibus bonae voluntatis. 
Glory be to God on high, and in earth peace, good will towards men. 
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, glorificamus te. 
We praise thee, we bless thee, we worship thee, we glorify thee 
Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam. 
We give thanks to thee for thy great glory, 
Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, Deus Pater omnipotens. 
O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty. 
Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe. 
O Lord, the only-begotten Son Jesu Christ; 
Domine Deus, Agnus Dei, Filius Patris. 
O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 
Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us 
Qui tollis peccata mundi, suscipe deprecationem nostram. 
Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our prayer. 
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis. 
Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 
Quoniam tu solus sanctus, tu solus Dominus, tu solus altissimus,  
For thou only art holy; thou only art the Lord; thou only, O Christ, 
Jesu Christe, cum sancto Spiritu in gloria Dei Patris. Amen. 
With the Holy Spirit art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 
Eternal Father, who at the baptism of Jesus 
revealed him to be your Son, anointing him with the Holy Spirit: 
Grant to us, who are born of water and the Spirit, 
that we may be faithful to our calling as your adopted children; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.                      Please sit 



 

   

Proclaiming and Receiving the Word 
 

The First Reading                             Isaiah 42: 1-9 

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah 

Here is my servant, whom I uphold, 
   my chosen, in whom my soul delights; 
I have put my spirit upon him; 
   he will bring forth justice to the nations. 
He will not cry or lift up his voice, 
   or make it heard in the street; 
a bruised reed he will not break, 
   and a dimly burning wick he will not quench; 
   he will faithfully bring forth justice. 
He will not grow faint or be crushed 
   until he has established justice in the earth; 
   and the coastlands wait for his teaching. 
 
Thus says God, the Lord, 
   who created the heavens and stretched them out, 
   who spread out the earth and what comes from it, 
who gives breath to the people upon it 
   and spirit to those who walk in it: 
I am the Lord, I have called you in righteousness, 
   I have taken you by the hand and kept you; 
I have given you as a covenant to the people, 
   a light to the nations, 
   to open the eyes that are blind, 
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, 
   from the prison those who sit in darkness. 
I am the Lord, that is my name; 
   my glory I give to no other, 
   nor my praise to idols. 
See, the former things have come to pass, 
   and new things I now declare; 
before they spring forth, 
   I tell you of them. 
 
This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
 



 

   

The Psalm (sung by the choir)   Psalm 29 

Bring unto the Lord, O ye mighty, bring young rams unto the Lord :  
  ascribe unto the Lord worship and strength. 
Give the Lord the honour due unto his Name :  
  worship the Lord with holy worship. 
It is the Lord that commandeth the waters :  
  it is the glorious God that maketh the thunder.  
It is the Lord that ruleth the sea; the voice of the Lord is mighty in operation :   

the voice of the Lord is a glorious voice. 
The voice of the Lord breaketh the cedar-trees :  
  yea, the Lord breaketh the cedars of Libanus. 
He maketh them also to skip like a calf :  
  Libanus also, and Sirion, like a young unicorn. 
The voice of the Lord divideth the flames of fire;  
  the voice of the Lord shaketh the wilderness :  
  yea, the Lord shaketh the wilderness of Cades. 
The voice of the Lord maketh the hinds to bring forth young,  
  and discovereth the thick bushes :  
  in his temple doth every man speak of his honour. 
The Lord sitteth above the water-flood :  
  and the Lord remaineth a King for ever. 
The Lord shall give strength unto his people :  
  the Lord shall give his people the blessing of peace. 

The Second Reading        Acts 10: 34-43 

A reading from the book of Acts 

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 
acceptable to him. You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, 
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. That message spread 
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how 
he went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, 
for God was with him. We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; but God raised 
him on the third day and allowed him to appear, not to all the people but to us 
who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after 
he rose from the dead. He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify 
that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.’ 

   

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 



 

   

The Gospel Acclamation 
Please stand for the Gospel Procession as the Acclamation is sung by the choir 

 

The Gospel Reading            Matthew 3: 13-17 
 

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St N. 
Response  

 
All turn to face the reader 

 

Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. John 
would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need to be baptized by you, and do you 
come to me?’ But Jesus answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us 
in this way to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. And when Jesus had 
been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens were 
opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
alighting on him. And a voice from heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the 
Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.’ 
 
This is the gospel of the Lord. 
 
Response  

 
 
 
 
 
The Sermon  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   

The Nicene Creed Please stand 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified; 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People  All sit or kneel 

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful Father, accept these our prayers 
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.                       Please stand 
 
 

 



 

   

The Peace 
The priest introduces the peace with these words 

Blessed are the peacemakers: they shall be called children of God. 
We meet in the name of Christ and share his peace.  cf Matthew 5.19 
The priest says 
The peace of the Lord be always with you; and also with you.   
Those present may offer one another a sign of peace.  

 

Celebrating at the Lord’s Table 

 
A collection is taken at this point. Card donations are accepted at the  

Welcome Desk following the service. 
If you prefer to donate by your Mobile/Cell phone, please scan the following QR code: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   

Offertory Hymn 

 

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
 Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid; 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
 Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid! 

Cold on his cradle the dew-drops are shining, 
 Low lies his head with the beasts of the stall; 
Angels adore him in slumber reclining, 
 Maker and Monarch and Saviour of all. 

Say, shall we yield him, in costly devotion, 
 Odours of Edom, and offerings divine, 
Gems of the mountain, and pearls of the ocean, 
 Myrrh from the forest, or gold from the mine? 

Vainly we offer each ample oblation, 
 Vainly with gifts would his favour secure; 
Richer by far is the heart's adoration, 
 Dearer to God are the prayers of the poor. 

Brightest and best of the sons of the morning, 
 Dawn on our darkness and lend us thine aid: 
Star of the East, the horizon adorning, 
 Guide where our infant Redeemer is laid! 

 
Tune: Epiphany              Reginald Heber (1783–1826) 
J. F. Thrupp (1827-67) 

 

 

The Preparation of the Altar 
Wise and gracious God, you spread a table before us; 
nourish your people with the word of life, and the bread of heaven. Amen. 
 

The Taking of the Bread and Wine 
the priest says 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us: 
therefore let us celebrate the feast. 
 
 
 
 

 



 

   

The Great Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you. 
 and also with you 

Lift up your hearts. 
 we lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 it is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Father, almighty and everliving God, 
at all times and in all places it is right to give you thanks and praise: 

And so with all your people, 
with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven, 
we proclaim your great and glorious name, 
for ever praising you and singing: 
 

The choir sings 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, Dominus Deus Sabaoth. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. Hosanna in excelsis. 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. Hosanna in excelsis. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Blessed are you, Father, All remain standing 

the creator and sustainer of all things; 
you made us in your own image, 
male and female you created us; 
even when we turned away from you, 
you never ceased to care for us, 
but in your love and mercy you freed us from the slavery of sin, 
giving your only begotten Son to become man 
and suffer death on the cross to redeem us: 
he made there the one complete and all-sufficient sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world: 
 

he instituted, 
and in his holy Gospel commanded us to continue, 
a perpetual memory of his precious death 
until he comes again. 
 

 

 
 



 

   

On the night that he was betrayed he took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat, 
this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup; 
and when he had given thanks to you, 
he gave it to them, saying, Drink this, all of you, 
for this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 
The choir sings and all repeat each line 

 

 

 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts, 
grant by the power of the life-giving Spirit 
that we may be made one in your holy Church 
and partakers of the body and blood of your Son, 
that he may dwell in us and we in him: 
Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours, Almighty Father, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us we are bold to say 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The priest breaks the consecrated bread for communion and says 

The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
 

The Communion 
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
Please sit while the choir sings  

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 

Guided by the vergers, the people come forward to receive communion. Wherever you are from and 
whatever you believe you are welcome to receive at the table of the Lord.  If you require a gluten 
free bread please indicate this to the priest. 

 

Communion Motet 
O magnum mysterium et admirabile sacramentum, 
O wondrous mystery and adorable sacrament, 
ut animalia viderent Dominum natum jacentem in praesepio. 
that the beasts behold the Lord incarnate lying in the manger. 
O beata virgo, 
O most blessed virgin, 
cuius viscera meruerunt portare Dominum Jesum Christum.  Alleluia. 
whose body was deemed worthy to bear the Lord Jesus Christ.  Alleluia. 

T. L. de Victoria (c.1548–1611) Fifth respond for Christmas matins 

  

The Great Silence 
The silence is broken by the post-communion prayer. 



 

   

Going Out as God’s People 
Prayer after Communion  
Refreshed by these holy gifts, Lord God, 
we seek your mercy: 
that by listening faithfully to your only Son, 
and being obedient to the prompting of the Spirit, 
we may be your children in name and in truth; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

All say: 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   

Postcommunion Hymn 

 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
With gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
Kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 

Low at his feet lay thy burden of carefulness, 
High on his heart he will bear it for thee, 
Comfort thy sorrows, and answer thy prayerfulness, 
Guiding thy steps as may best for thee be. 

Fear not to enter his courts in the slenderness 
Of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine: 
Truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness, 
These are the offerings to lay on his shrine. 

These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness, 
He will accept for the name that is dear; 
Mornings of joy give for evenings of tearfulness, 
Trust for our trembling and hope for our fear. 

O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness! 
Bow down before him, his glory proclaim; 
With gold of obedience, and incense of lowliness, 
Kneel and adore him, the Lord is his name! 

Tune: Was lebet 
The Rheinhardt MS, 1754 J.S.B. Monsell (1811–1875) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Blessing & Dismissal 
The priest blesses the people with these words 

May God the Holy Spirit, who came upon the beloved Son 
at his baptism in the river Jordan, 
pour out his gifts on you; 
and the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 
The priest or the deacon says or sings 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

The choir and the people sing  

 

 
 

 
 

Please stand for the procession of choir and clergy and sit for the 

Organ Voluntary 

Prelude in b BWV 544 J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 

which concludes the service 

 

 
 

Please join us in the South Transept for a cup of tea or coffee directly 
following the service! 

 
 

 
 

To learn more about the cathedral, and its services and events, 
please see the website at www.christchurchcathedral.ie  

or pick up a leaflet at the welcome desk 
 

This booklet contains material from The Book of Common Prayer (2004) 
of which the copyright is held by the Representative Body of the Church of Ireland. 

 
 

  

To use the induction loop system provided 
please turn your Hearing Aid to the T position. 

 

 


