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Please stand as the choir and clergy process in silence. 



The Gathering of God’s People 
 

The Lent Prose 

The cantor sings the response ‘Hear us O Lord’ and the choir and the people repeat this before and 
after the sentence for the day. 

 

Innocent, captive, taken unresisting: falsely accused, and for us sinners 
sentenced, save us, we pray thee, Jesu our Redeemer. 

All: Hear us, O Lord, have mercy upon us: for we have sinned against thee. 

The Greeting 

In the name of the † Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ 
be with you all; and also with you. 

The Call to Penitence 
The sacrifice of God is a broken Spirit; a broken and contrite heart God will 
not despise. Let us come to the Lord, who is full of compassion, and 
acknowledge our transgressions in penitence and faith. 
 
Kyrie (sung by the choir)   
Kyrie eleison; Christe eleison; Kyrie eleison. 
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy. 
 
The priest pronounces the Absolution: 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy on you,  
† pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in 
all goodness, and keep you in eternal life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 
 Most merciful God 
who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 
delivered and saved the world: 
Grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross, 
we may triumph in the power of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
Amen 



 

   

The Collect for Lent 
Almighty and everlasting God, 
you hate nothing that you have made 
and forgive the sins of all those who are penitent; 
Create and make in us new and contrite hearts that we,  
worthily lamenting our sins and acknowledging are wretchedness,  
may receive from you, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and 
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen Please sit 

 

Proclaiming and Receiving the Word 
 

The First Reading                          Ezekiel 37: 1-14 

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel. 
 
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led 
me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were 
very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord 
God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to 
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these 
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on 
you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”  

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there 
was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, 
and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had 
covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to me, “Prophesy 
to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: 
Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they 
may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, 
and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.  

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ 
Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to 
open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and I will 
bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I 
will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your 
own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act,” says 
the Lord. 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 



 

   

The Psalm (sung by the choir)               Psalm 130 

Out of the deep have I called unto thee, O Lord :  
   Lord, hear my voice. 
O let thine ears consider well :  
   the voice of my complaint. 
If thou, Lord, wilt be extreme to mark what is done amiss :  
   O Lord, who may abide it? 
For there is mercy with thee :  
   therefore shalt thou be feared. 
I look for the Lord; my soul doth wait for him :  
   in his word is my trust. 
My soul fleeth unto the Lord :  
   before the morning watch, I say, before the morning watch. 
O Israel, trust in the Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy :  
   and with him is plenteous redemption. 
And he shall redeem Israel :  
   from all his sins. 

The Second Reading       Romans 8: 6-11 

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans 

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 
not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 
But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life 
because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal 
bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

This is the Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

The Gospel Acclamation  
Please stand for the Gospel Procession as the Acclamation is sung by the choir 

Praise to you O Christ, King of eternal glory 

I am the resurrection and the life says the Lord:  
   whoever believes in me will never die. 
I am the living bread which came down from heaven:  
   anyone who eats this bread will live for ever. 
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life: 
   and I will raise him up at the last day. 



 

   

The Gospel Reading                      John 9: 1-41 
    
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St John. 
Response  

 
 
All turn to face the reader 

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and 
wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the sisters sent a 
message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when Jesus heard it, he 
said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that 
the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ Accordingly, though Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he 
stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The 
disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and 
are you going there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve hours of 
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see 
the light of this world. But those who walk at night stumble, because the light 
is not in them.’ After saying this, he told them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen 
asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, 
if he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.’ Jesus, however, had been speaking 
about his death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then 
Jesus told them plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.’ Thomas, who was called 
the Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with 
him.’ 

When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for 
four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, and 
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their 
brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died. But even now I know that God will give 
you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Your brother will rise 
again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise again in the resurrection 
on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Those 
who believe in me, even though they die, will live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, 
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into 
the world.’ 



 

   

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told 
her privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when she 
heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet come to 
the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. The Jews 
who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and 
go out. They followed her because they thought that she was going to the 
tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she 
knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came 
with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply 
moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They said to him, ‘Lord, come 
and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But 
some of them said, ‘Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have 
kept this man from dying?’ 

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone was lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’ Martha, the sister 
of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a stench because he has 
been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I not tell you that if you 
believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So they took away the stone. And 
Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I thank you for having heard me. I 
knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd 
standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.’ When he had said 
this, he cried with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, 
his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. 
Jesus said to them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’ 

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 
Jesus did, believed in him. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 
 
Response  

 
 
 
 
 
The Sermon  
 
 
 



 

   

The Nicene Creed        please stand 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son; 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified; 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy, catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People  All sit or kneel 

Lord, in your mercy,  
hear our prayer. 
 

Merciful Father, accept these our prayers 
for the sake of your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. please stand 
 

 



 

   

The Peace 
The priest introduces the peace with these words 

Since we are justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who has given us access to his grace. 
 
The priest says 
The peace of the Lord be always with you;  
And also with you.   
Those present may offer one another a sign of peace.  

 
 

 

Celebrating at the Lord’s Table 
 

A collection is taken at this point. Card donations are accepted at the  
Welcome Desk following the service. 

If you prefer to donate by your Mobile/Cell phone,  
please scan the following QR code: 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   

Offertory Hymn
 

 

Just as I am, without one plea  
But that thy blood was shed for me, 
And that thou bidd’st me come to thee, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I am, though tossed about  
With many a conflict, many a doubt, 
Fightings within, and fears without, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I am, poor, wretched ,blind; 
Sight, riches, healing of the mind, 
Yea all I need, in thee to find, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve: 
Because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I am (thy love unknown  
Has broken every barrier down), 
Now to be thine, yea thine alone, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 

Just as I am, of that free love  
The breadth, length, depth and height to prove, 
Here for a season, then above, 
O Lamb of God, I come. 

Tune: Saffron Walden 
Arthur Henry Brown (1830–1926)            Charlotte Elliott (1789–1871) 
 

 
The Preparation of the Altar 
God of our journey, as we walk with you on your path of obedience, sustain 
us on our way and lead us to your glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 

The Taking of the Bread and Wine 
the priest says 

Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us: 
therefore let us celebrate the feast. 



 

   

The Great Thanksgiving 
The Lord be with you. 
 and also with you 

Lift up your hearts. 
 we lift them to the Lord 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 it is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Father, almighty and everliving God, 
at all times and in all places it is right to give you thanks and praise: 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise, almighty God and 
everlasting Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. For in these forty days you 
lead us into the desert of repentance that through a pilgrimage of prayer and 
discipline we may grow in grace and learn to be your people once again. 
Through fasting, prayer and acts of service you bring us back to your 
generous heart. Through study of your holy word you open our eyes to your 
presence in the world and free our hands to welcome others into the radiant 
splendour of your love. As we prepare to celebrate the Easter feast with 
joyful hearts and minds we bless you for your mercy and join with saints and 
angels for ever praising you and singing: 
 

The choir sings 

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, Dominus Deus Sabaoth. 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Pleni sunt coeli et terra gloria tua. Hosanna in excelsis. 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini. Hosanna in excelsis. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest! 
 

Blessed are you, Father,   All remain standing 

the creator and sustainer of all things; 
you made us in your own image, 
male and female you created us; 
even when we turned away from you, 
you never ceased to care for us, 
but in your love and mercy you freed us from the slavery of sin, 
giving your only begotten Son to become man 
and suffer death on the cross to redeem us: 
he made there the one complete and all-sufficient sacrifice 
for the sins of the whole world: 
 

 



 

   

he instituted, and in his holy Gospel commanded us to continue, 
a perpetual memory of his precious death 
until he comes again. 
 

On the night that he was betrayed he took bread; 
and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, Take, eat, 
this is my body which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup; 
and when he had given thanks to you, 
he gave it to them, saying, Drink this, all of you, 
for this is my blood of the new covenant 
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, as often as you drink it, 
in remembrance of me. 
 

All sing 

 
Accept through him, our great high priest, 
this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving; 
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts, 
grant by the power of the life-giving Spirit 
that we may be made one in your holy Church 
and partakers of the body and blood of your Son, 
that he may dwell in us and we in him: 
Through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, 
by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory are yours,  
Almighty Father,   
for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

 
 
 



 

   

The Lord’s Prayer 
As our Saviour taught us we are bold to say 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;  
thy kingdom come; thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but 
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 
The Breaking of the Bread 
The priest breaks the consecrated bread for communion and says 

The bread which we break is a sharing in the body of Christ. 
We being many are one body, for we all share in the one bread. 
 

The Communion 
Jesus Christ is the Lamb of God, who has taken away the sins of the world. 
Happy are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,  
but only say the word and I shall be healed. 
 
Please sit while the choir sings  

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mundi, dona nobis pacem. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
 

Guided by the vergers, the people come forward to receive communion. Wherever you are from and 
whatever you believe you are welcome to receive at the table of the Lord.  If you require a gluten 
free wafer please indicate this to the priest. 

 
Communion Motet 

O sacrum convivium in quo Christus sumitur. 
O sacred feast, wherein Christ is offered up. 
Recolitur memoria passionis ejus, mens impletur gratia, 
We recall the memory of his passion, our souls are filled with grace, 
et futurae gloriae nobis pignus datur.  
and hope of future glory is given us.! 

Thomas Tallis (1505-1585) St. Thomas Aquinas (1224-75) 

 
 

 
The Great Silence 
The silence is broken by the post-communion prayer.  



 

   

Going Out as God’s People 
 
Prayer after Communion  
God of hope. 
in this Eucharist we have tasted 
the promise of your heavenly banquet 
and the richness of eternal life. 
May we who bear witness to the death of your Son, 
also proclaim the glory of his resurrection, 
for he is Lord for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
 

Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, 
that when we were still far off 
you met us in your Son and brought us home. 
Dying and living, he declared your love, 
gave us grace, and opened the gate of glory. 

All say: 

May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life; 
we who drink his cup bring life to others; 
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world. 
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us, 
so we and all your children shall be free, 
and the whole earth live to praise your name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   

Postcommunion Hymn 
 

 

There’s a wideness in God’s mercy, 
 Like the wideness of the sea; 
There’s a kindness in his justice 
 Which is more than liberty. 

There is no place where earth’s sorrows 
 Are more felt than up in heaven; 
There is no place where earth’s failings 
 Have such kindly judgement given. 

For the love of God is broader 
 Than the measure of man’s mind; 
And the heart of the Eternal 
 Is most wondefully kind. 

But we make his love too narrow 
 By false limits of our own; 
And we magnify his strictness 
 With a zeal he will not own. 

There is plentiful redemption 
 in the blood that has been shed; 
There is joy for all the members 
 in the sorrows of the Head. 

There is grace enough for thousands 
 of new worlds as great as this; 
There is room for fresh creations 
 in that upper room of bliss. 

If our love were but more simple, 
 we should take him at his word; 
And our lives would be all gladness, 
 in the joy of Christ our Lord. 

Tune: Corvedale 
Maurice Bevan (b. 1921) F.W. Faber (1814-63) 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   

The Blessing & Dismissal 
 
The priest blesses the people with these words 

May God the Father, 
who does not despise the broken spirit, 
give to you a contrite heart. 
Amen. 
 
May Christ, 
who bore our sins in his body on the tree, 
heal you by his wounds. 
Amen. 
 
May the Holy Spirit, 
who leads us into all truth, 
speak to you words of pardon and peace. 
Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 
be with you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

The priest or the deacon says or sings 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

The choir and the people sing  

 

 
 

Please stand for the procession of choir and clergy and sit for the 

Organ Voluntary 

Prelude and Fugue in e BWV 533 JS Bach (1685-1750) 

which concludes the service 
 

 
Please join us in the South Transept for a cup of tea or coffee 

directly following the service! 
 
 
 
 
 



 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The  
General Vestry  

meeting will be held on 
Thursday 30 March 

following  
Choral Evensong.  

 



 

   

MUSIC AT CHRIST CHURCH 

A series of lunchtime lectures 
Tuesdays in March 2023 @ 13.10 

Music Room, Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin 

Tuesday 7 March 

MUSIC & LITURGY IN THE 

MEDIEVAL CATHEDRAL  

Frank Lawrence 

University College Dublin  

Tuesday 14 March 

THE ROSEINGRAVES & 18TH CENTURY 

CATHEDRAL MUSIC IN DUBLIN 

Kerry Houston  

Technological University Dublin  
 

Tuesday 21 March 

THE VICARS CHORAL OF THE DUBLIN 

CATHEDRALS IN THE 19TH CENTURY 

Paul Arbuthnot 

St Ann’s, Dawson Street 
 

Tuesday 28 March 

MUSIC AT CHRIST CHURCH 

IN THE 20TH CENTURY  

David O’Shea 
 

ADMISSION FREE. ALL WELCOME. 

Supported by the Friends of Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin  
E: archives@christchurch.ie | W: www.christchurchcathedral.ie 

 



 

   

 


