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18.00  Choral Evensong  

Sung by the Cathedral Choir 

Choral Evensong is essentially a service of reflection—of leaving ourselves open that God 
may speak to us through the psalms, readings and canticles, which are the core of the 
service. 
 We welcome you to share with us in worship that has been offered here for nearly a 
thousand years. Cathedrals with a great choral tradition draw upon a rich inheritance of 
music, much of it sung by the choir alone. In the Anglican tradition this music finds its 
natural setting in the office of Evensong, a combination of the medieval offices of Vespers 
and Compline. Here beauty in language and music can speak to us of God in a rich and 
diverse way. Within this hallowed space you may forget the ceaseless activity of daily life 
and be still. 
 There are no announcements during services. Please join strongly in all spoken parts 
and in the singing of hymns (where these are appointed). To aid reflection you are invited 
to sit during the psalmody and canticles.  

Please stand when the choir and clergy enter. 

 
 
 
 



Preces William Smith (1603-1645) 

Cantor O Lord, open thou our lips; 
Choir and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise, 
Cantor O God, make speed to save us; 
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Cantor Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the  Holy Spirit;  
Choir as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
 world without end. Amen. 
Cantor Praise ye the Lord. 
Choir The Lord’s Name be praised  

The Choir sings the psalm(s) appointed for the day, Psalm 73 Please sit 

Truly God is loving unto Israel: even unto such as are of a clean heart. Nevertheless, my 
feet were almost gone: my treadings had well-nigh slipt. And why? I was grieved at the 
wicked: I do also see the ungodly in such prosperity. For they are in no peril of death: but 
are lusty and strong. They come in no misfortune like other folk: neither are they plagued 
like other men. And this is the cause that they are so holden with pride: and overwhelmed 
with cruelty. Their eyes swell with fatness: and they do even what they lust. They corrupt 
other, and speak of wicked blasphemy: their talking is against the most High. For they 
stretch forth their mouth unto the heaven: and their tongue goeth through the world. 
Therefore fall the people unto them: and thereout suck they no small advantage. Tush, say 
they, how should God perceive it: is there knowledge in the most High? Lo, these are the 
ungodly, these prosper in the world, and these have riches in possession: and I said, Then 
have I cleansed my heart in vain, and washed mine hands in innocency. All the day long 
have I been punished: and chastened every morning. Yea, and I had almost said even as 
they: but lo, then I should have condemned the generation of thy children. Then thought I 
to understand this: but it was too hard for me, Until I went into the sanctuary of God: then 
understood I the end of these men; Namely, how thou dost set them in slippery places: 
and castest them down, and destroyest them. O how suddenly do they consume: perish, 
and come to a fearful end! Yea, even like as a dream when one awaketh: so shalt thou 
make their image to vanish out of the city. Thus my heart was grieved: and it went even 
through my reins. So foolish was I, and ignorant: even as it were a beast before thee. 
Nevertheless, I am alway by thee: for thou hast holden me by my right hand. Thou shalt 
guide me with thy counsel: and after that receive me with glory. Whom have I in heaven 
but thee: and there is none upon earth that I desire in comparison of thee. My flesh and my 
heart faileth: but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for ever. For lo, they that 
forsake thee shall perish: thou hast destroyed all them that commit fornication against 
thee. But it is good for me to hold me fast by God, to put my trust in the Lord God: and to 
speak of all thy works in the gates of the daughter of Sion.          Please stand 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost ; As it was in the beginning, 
is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.  Please sit 

 

The First Lesson - Hosea 8: 11-14; 10:1-2 

 

 



The Magnificat The song of the Blessed Virgin Mary   

My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath 
regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden. For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall 
call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name. And his mercy 
is on them that fear him: throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength with his arm: he 
hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from 
their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant 
Israel: as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. Please stand 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.  Please sit 

William Byrd (1543-1623) The Second Service 

 
The Second Lesson - Hebrews 13: 1-16  
 
The Nunc Dimittis The song of Simeon  
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word. For mine eyes 
have seen: thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people; To be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Please stand 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried, 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the Communion of Saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

Responses   

Cantor The Lord be with you 
Choir and with thy spirit. 
Cantor Let us pray 

 Please kneel or sit 

Choir Lord have mercy upon us. Christ have mercy upon us.Lord have mercy upon us. 



 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And 
lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 

Cantor O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 
Choir and grant us thy salvation. 
Cantor O Lord, guide and defend our rulers; 
Choir and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Cantor Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
Choir and make thy chosen people joyful. 
Cantor O Lord, save thy people; 
Choir and bless thine inheritance. 
Cantor Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
Choir because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
Cantor O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
Choir and take not thy holy Spirit from us. 
 
The Collect, of the Day 

O God, the strength of all them that put their trust in thee; Mercifully accept our 
prayers; and because through the weakness of our mortal nature we can do no good 
thing without thee, grant us the help of thy grace, that in keeping of thy 
commandments we may please thee both in will and deed; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 

The Second Collect, for Peace 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; 
Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts 
may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by thee, we being defended from 
the fear of our enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of 
Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

 

Anthem 

Prevent us, O Lord, in all our doings with thy most gracious favour, and further us with 
thy continual help; that in all our works, begun, continued, and ended in thee, we may 
glorify thy holy name, and finally, by thy mercy, obtain everlasting life; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

William Byrd (1540–1623) A Collect from the Book of Common Prayer 

The Prayers 
Following the Prayers, we say together 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
the Love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
be with us all for evermore.  Please stand 

 

The service concludes with the procession of the clergy and choir.  


