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Choral Evensong is essentially a service of reflection—of leaving ourselves open that God 
may speak to us through the psalms, readings and canticles, which are the core of the 
service. 
 We welcome you to share with us in worship that has been offered here for nearly a 
thousand years. Cathedrals with a great choral tradition draw upon a rich inheritance of 
music, much of it sung by the choir alone. In the Anglican tradition this music finds its 
natural setting in the office of Evensong, a combination of the medieval offices of Vespers 
and Compline. Here beauty in language and music can speak to us of God in a rich and 
diverse way. Within this hallowed space you may forget the ceaseless activity of daily life 
and be still. 
 There are no announcements during services. Please join strongly in all spoken parts and 
in the singing of hymns (where these are appointed). To aid reflection you are invited to sit 
during the psalmody and canticles.  
 

The recording of any part of the service is strictly prohibited 

 

 

 
To learn more about the cathedral, and its services and events, 

please see the website at www.christchurchcathedral.ie  
or pick up a leaflet at the welcome desk 

 
This booklet contains material from The Book of Common Prayer (2004) 

of which the copyright is held by the Representative Body of the Church of Ireland. 
 

 

  

To use the induction loop system provided 
please turn your Hearing Aid to the T position. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand when the choir and clergy enter. 
 

Processional Hymn 



 

All my hope on God is founded; 
   He doth still my trust renew, 
Me through change and chance he 
guideth, 
   Only good and only true. 
      God unknown, 
      He alone  
   Calls my heart to be his own. 

Pride of man and earthly glory, 
   Sword and crown betray his trust; 
What with care and toil he buildeth, 
   Tower and temple fall to dust. 
      But God’s power, 
      Hour by hour, 
   Is my temple and my tower. 

God’s great goodness aye endureth, 
   Deep his wisdom, passing thought: 
Splendour, light, and life attend him, 
   Beauty springeth out of naught. 
      Evermore  
      From his store 
   New-born worlds rise and adore. 

Daily doth th’Almighty giver 
   Bounteous gifts on us bestow; 
His desire our soul delighteth, 
   Pleasure leads us where we go. 
      Love doth stand 
      At his hand; 
   Joy doth wait on his command. 

Still from man to God eternal 
   Sacrifice of praise be done, 
High above all praises praising 
   For the gift of Christ his Son. 
      Christ doth call  
      One and all: 
   Ye who follow shall not fall. 

Tune: Michael Robert Bridges (1844–1930) 
Herbert Howells (1892–1983) based on the German of Joachim Neander (1650–80) 
 

 
Preces Matthew Martin (b.1976) 

Cantor O Lord, open thou our lips; 
Choir and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise, 
Cantor O God, make speed to save us; 
Choir O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Cantor Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the  Holy Spirit;  
Choir as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: 
 world without end. Amen. 
Cantor Praise ye the Lord. 
Choir The Lord’s Name be praised  

The Installation of Canons 

The Choir sings the psalm(s) appointed for the day, Psalm 135 Please sit 



O praise the Lord, laud ye the Name of the Lord :  
   praise it, O ye servants of the Lord; 
Ye that stand in the house of the Lord :  
   in the courts of the house of our God. 
O praise the Lord, for the Lord is gracious :  
   O sing praises unto his Name, for it is lovely. 
For why? the Lord hath chosen Jacob unto himself :  
   and Israel for his own possession. 
For I know that the Lord is great :  
   and that our Lord is above all gods. 
Whatsoever the Lord pleased, that did he in heaven and in earth :  
   and in the sea, and in all deep places. 
He bringeth forth the clouds from the ends of the world :  
   and sendeth forth lightnings with the rain, bringing the winds out of his treasures. 
He smote the first-born of Egypt :  
   both of man and beast. 
He hath sent tokens and wonders into the midst of thee, O thou land of Egypt :  
   upon Pharaoh, and all his servants. 
He smote divers nations :  
   and slew mighty kings; 
Sehon king of the Amorites, and Og the king of Basan :  
   and all the kingdoms of Canaan; 
And gave their land to be an heritage :  
   even an heritage unto Israel his people. 
Thy Name, O Lord, endureth for ever :  
   so doth thy memorial, O Lord, from one generation to another. 
For the Lord will avenge his people :  
   and be gracious unto his servants. 
As for the images of the heathen, they are but silver and gold :  
   the work of men's hands. 
They have mouths, and speak not :  
   eyes have they, but they see not. 
They have ears, and yet they hear not :  
   neither is there any breath in their mouths. 
They that make them are like unto them :  
   and so are all they that put their trust in them. 
Praise the Lord, ye house of Israel :  
   praise the Lord, ye house of Aaron. 
Praise the Lord, ye house of Levi :  
   ye that fear the Lord, praise the Lord. 
Praised be the Lord out of Sion :  
   who dwelleth at Jerusalem.                     Please stand 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost ;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.  Please sit 

The First Lesson – Genesis 12: 1-9 

 

 

The Magnificat The song of the Blessed Virgin Mary   



My soul doth magnify the Lord: and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he hath 
regarded: the lowliness of his hand-maiden. For behold, from henceforth: all generations shall 
call me blessed. For he that is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name. And his mercy 
is on them that fear him: throughout all generations. He hath shewed strength with his arm: he 
hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put down the mighty from 
their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 
as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. Please stand 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen.  Please sit 

Kenneth Leighton (1929-1988) The Second Service 

 
The Second Lesson – Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16 
 
The Nunc Dimittis The song of Simeon  
Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: according to thy word. For mine eyes 
have seen: thy salvation, Which thou hast prepared: before the face of all people; To be a 
light to lighten the Gentiles: and to be the glory of thy people Israel. Please stand 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son: and to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be: world without end. Amen. 
 

The Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried, 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the Communion of Saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 

The Lesser Litany and Responses   

Cantor The Lord be with you 
Choir and with thy spirit. 
Cantor Let us pray 

 Please kneel or sit 

Choir Lord have mercy upon us.  
 Christ have mercy upon us. 
 Lord have mercy upon us. 



 

Our Father, which art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come, Thy 
will be done, in earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen. 
 

Cantor O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us; 
Choir and grant us thy salvation. 
Cantor O Lord, guide and defend our rulers; 
Choir and mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Cantor Endue thy Ministers with righteousness; 
Choir and make thy chosen people joyful. 
Cantor O Lord, save thy people; 
Choir and bless thine inheritance. 
 
Cantor Give peace in our time, O Lord; 
Choir because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God. 
Cantor O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
Choir and take not thy Holy Spirit from us. 
 
The Collect of the Day 

Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves; Keep us both 
outwardly in our bodies, and inwardly in our souls; that we may be defended from all 
adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault and 
hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
The Collect for Lent 

Almighty and everlasting God, who hatest nothing that thou hast made, and dost forgive 
the sins of all them that are penitent; Create and make in us new and contrite hearts, that 
we worthily lamenting our sins, and acknowledging our wretchedness, may obtain of 
thee, the God of all mercy, perfect remission and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen 

The Second Collect, for Peace 
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed; 
Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that both, our hearts may 
be set to obey thy commandments, and also that, by thee, we being defended from the 
fear of our enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness; through the merits of Jesus 
Christ our Saviour. Amen. 

The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 

 

Anthem 

Civitas sancti tui facta est deserta.  Sion deserta facta est.  Jerusalem desolata est. 
Thy holy city is now like a wilderness, Sion a desert place, Jerusalem lies desolate. 

William Byrd (c.1540 – 1623) Isaiah 64: 10 

The Prayers 
Following the Prayers, we say together 

The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  



the Love of God,  
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,  
be with us all for evermore. Amen Please stand 

 
 
The Hymn during which a collection will be taken in support of the Cathedral’s mission 

 

All praise to thee, for thou O King divine, 
Didst yield the glory that of right was thine, 
That in our darkened hearts thy grace might shine: 
Alleluia! 

Thou cam’st to us in lowliness of thought 
By thee the outcast and the poor were sought, 
And by thy death was God’s salvation wrought: 
Alleluia! 

Let this mind be in us which was in thee, 
Who wast a servant that we might be free, 
Humbling thyself to death on Calvary: 
Alleluia! 

Wherefore, by God’s eternal purpose thou 
Art high exalted o’er all creatures now, 
And giv’n the name to which all knees shall bow: 
Alleluia! 

Let every tongue confess with one accord 
In heav’n and earth that Jesus Christ is Lord; 
And God the Father be by all adored: 
Alleluia! 

Tune: Engelberg F. Bland Tucker (1895–1984) 
C.V. Stanford (1852–1924) based on Philippians 2:5–11 

 
 

The Blessing 

 
The service concludes with the procession of the clergy and choir.  
 
Please sit for the Organ voluntary 

Aus tiefer Not schrei ich zu dir, BWV 687 J.S. Bach (1685-1750) 
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