Good morning everyone,

It's o pleasure to be here with you today, and I'm so grateful to have the
opportunity to reflect on the Fifth Mark of Mission: To strive to safeguard the
integrity of creation and to sustain the life of the earth.

And today, we're reflecting on that through the theme of treasure.

Now, when you think of treasure, you might picture buried gold, secret maps,
and old pirate stories. And that's quite appropriate because right now, being a
primary school teacher, my classroom is full of pirates and parrots, as we are
rehearsing for our school play: Treasure Island.

I've been reflecting on how this Mark of Mission links to my own faith journey,
and one play rehearsal moment really stuck with me.

| asked the children what their favourite part of the play was. A simple question,
and | was expecting them to say “finding the treasure,” “opening the chest in the
final scene,” or “getting the gold at the end.” But, to my surprise, not one of them
did. They spoke instead about all the other scenes,those full of comaraderie and
teamwork, which really made me think, perhaps the real TREASURE of life is
actually the joy found within the journey and those we share the journey with,
rather than the end result.

That insight brought me right back to today’'s Mark of Mission. The first two words
are "To strive'.that's the key phrase. Not to complete. Not to solve once and for all.
But to strive, day by day, faithfully, with purpose. To live in a way that shows love
and care for God's creation. Just like the children found meaning in the rehearsal
process, we are called to find treasure in the process and journey of life and
especially, now more than ever, when it comes to creation care.

That's something I've lived firsthand through an extraordinary project
called Lighten Our Darkness by Numbers.

This began in 2019 in our parish in Mullingar, under the visionary leadership of
Canon Alastair Graham. It started with the challenge that aoll parishes today are
undoubtedly faced with: how do we keep young people engaged in the life of the
church? And how do we make it relevant to them?

In our parish, the last few remaining young people at the time, back in 2019,
were asked: “What do you care about?" and
“What does faith mean to you?”

And the answers were simplified into: Creation. Action. Responsibility.



From those three words, Lighten Our Darkness was born.

At its heart, this is a youth-led, faith-rooted environmental initiative, a response to
climate change, yes, but also to spiritual discovery. The youth of our parish had
never been given the opportunity to have their voices heard on issues that they
were passionate about. What made this parish project unique was that it gave the
youth of our parish space to lead whilst being supported by the wisdom and
experience of the whole parish community... making everyone feel a part of the
journey.

The goal was to transform over 1,000 acres of churchyards across Ireland
into oases of biodiversity, what we called God’s Gardens of Hope.

And so we acted.

We cleared away overgrown hedgerows to allow native hedgerows to grow that
had been lost over generations. We stopped mowing and let the wildflowers
return. We studied insect and moth pathways with a university scientist.

We got a drama and choir director involved. We ran ‘Adopt a Tree’ compaigns,
hosted local workshops, and invited businesses and schools to join us.

But perhaps most importantly, we built community along the way.

What was crucial to keeping the momentum of LOD was ensuring it spread the
message in a fun and engaging way. We used the creative arts to deepen our
message. We developed a multisensory, dramatic performance with professional
sound and lighting, staging, props—all facilitated by a drama director and
musical lead. These performances weren't rigid or lecture-like. They were
colourful, dramatic, and moving so moving that our dramatic performance at the
General Synod in Wexford two years ago received the first ever standing ovation
in the history of this long-established meeting, a real pinch-me moment for us all.

And the treasure just kept appearing... We were invited to perform in Corrymeela
in Northern Ireland, to our own parish community, and in areas across Ireland
and into the UK. One of the most affirming moments was receiving a personally
penned letter of support from Sir David Attenborough. That was a moment of
clarity for us: this wasn't just a youth group activity. This was real. This mattered
and was having a real impact.

Through it all, we were not just learning about creation care. We were living it.
And we were living it through the lens of faith.

And for me, that's where | found the treasure. Not in recognition, results or
standing ovations but in the transformation of the young leaders who



suddenly saw how their church community was allowing for youthful energy
in response to modern-day issues.

This brings me to our reading from today.

Paul reminds us that we're not running aimlessly. We're striving toward something
that matters, even if we don't quite see it yet, it could crop up and surprise you,
just like many of the events LOD got invited to present at. And the treasure isn't
always at the finish line, it's in the pressing on. In the hope we carry, the
communities we build, the difference we make, day by day.

Treasure, I've found, is not gold coins or found on big ancient maps, unlike my

school play script might suggest. But belonging, purpose, and faith that feels

alive and relevant to today, faith that protects and works in harmony with the

environment rather than against it. Once we do that, as Lighten Our Darkness
reveals, the treasure keeps on coming.

Lastly, | believe our dwindling youth numbers involved in faith is not because they
don't care. They do care deeply. About justice. About the earth. About being part
of something bigger than themselves. The Five Marks of Mission,including this
Fifth one, are their values too. We, as parish communities, just need to show young
people that the treasure of the Church community is still there, ready and waiting
to provide climate change faith-based solutions, so that the beauty and grandeur
of the world can shine brightly for many more generations to come.

Thank you for listening.



