Sermon Easter 7 Sunday 17/5/2026
Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68, [Peter 4: 12-14, 5:6-11; John 17:1-11

May I speak in the name of the living God, Father, Son & Holy Spirit, Amen.

Rose, one of my school friends, was a great one for changing old sayings from
the sublime or comforting to the ridiculous. A favourite one of her’s was a
variation on that old phrase: ‘God never closes a door, but he opens a window’.
Rose’s version was: ‘God never closes a door, but he slams the window in your
face as well’. Our lives are full of doors that open for a season and then close.
Sometimes it may even feel as if windows are being slammed shut at the same

time if the experience of the closing of a season is particularly challenging.

In this morning’s Gospel, we meet Jesus and the disciples in one of these times
of change, of ending and of moving on. We hear some of Jesus’s last words and
teaching to his disciples before he leads them out into the Kidron Valley and the
Garden of Gethsemane to await his arrest, his suffering and his death. I suspect
that the more sensitive among the disciples at the last supper could feel the door
on the life that they had known with Jesus beginning to close as he spoke. As the
events of the next few days unfolded, I have no doubt that all of them not only
felt the door close on their life they had known with Jesus, but also felt like every
window had been slammed shut at the same time. They experienced hopelessness
and loss with the crucifixion. The doors and windows had closed on all their

hopes.

Today, we hear the Gospel words of Jesus where he addresses God the Father
about his disciples: ‘And now I am no longer in the world but they (meaning his
disciples) are in the world, and I am coming to you.” At that point, he knew that

the door on his earthly life was beginning to close and he knew that his disciples



were to be left behind without him. He implored the Father to protect his

followers and believers, knowing how lost they would soon feel.

The order of the readings for the service of the Eucharist means that we hear the
story ‘out of order’. We started this morning’s readings with the Book of Acts,
telling the ascension of the risen Jesus into heaven. The risen Jesus had been with
his disciples for a short season of just 40 days after the resurrection but now, not
only was he leaving them behind again, but he was also charging them with a
commission of their own. A new window was about to open for them. Now, they
were to be Jesus’s witnesses in Jerusalem and across the whole of the world.
They were promised the gift of the Holy Spirit so that the spirit of God would be
with them and in them constantly. Their season being the followers had drawn

to a close; from now on, they were called to be human leaders in God’s name.

God calls each and every one of us to roles, to service, to leadership, to
relationships, to belonging in places and communities - not forever, but for a
season. Some of those seasons may make up a greater portion of our lives than
others, but all of our engagements and participation are for a season; all these
parts of our lives come to an end eventually. It can be a struggle to ‘let go’, to
accept that this change in the seasons is what God has ordained for us. It can be
hard to see the door close on something that was an important part of our lives

and hard to move on to the next commission.

It can be hard if we are the ones, like the disciples, left behind when the season
with us of someone else has come to end. We may struggle, as the disciples did,
with a feeling of being lost, of regretting a door that has closed, of waiting for a

window to open, of wondering what God has in store for us over the horizon.



We need to draw solace from what Peter’s letter tells the growing Christian
community: we are blessed in our faith; blessed because God’s spirit is resting on
us. It is that spirit, and our own willingness to have faith in God, to be humble in
the face of his plans for us, that carries us through these seasons of change, and
keeps us watchful and hopeful for the new windows that will surely open up for

us even when the doors on one season begin to close.

We in this cathedral are heading into such a time of change, as a door on a
particular season is beginning to close. Our Dean, who has been here for quite a
long season, will be moving on to new and we are certain, wonderful things in
the next few months. When that departure time comes, he and Celia will go
forward with all our blessings, our friendship and our love, on to their next
adventure. We in the cathedral community are called to remain on here in this
sacred place, this place of worship of God of nearly 1000 years’ duration. We
are called to continue in our discipleship, to continue the life of worship and
Gospel invitation to all comers that the Dean has nurtured in this cathedral in his
season, and for which we give grateful thanks. Building up our community of

worship and inclusive faith is our commission here and now.

That life of worship and Gospel invitation helps to keep our eyes on the heavenly
prize. It keeps our focus on God, on his promise to be with us, to fill us afresh
with his spirit. It reminds us that we are called and commissioned to continue the
sharing of the Gospel with all, even unto the ends of the earth. We are called to
continue to cast ourselves under the mighty hand of God, to cast our anxieties and
cares on him, for he loves us and protects us, now and always and will open new

doors and windows for us in his own time.

As Ecclesiastes 3:1 says: For everything there is a season and a time for every

matter under heaven. Let us be mindful of the seasons that we are in as we



journey through our lives, let us give thanks to God for the gifts he has given us,
the roles of service, the relationships, the sense of belonging. Let us be thankful
for the people he has brought into our lives for a season. Let us always trust in
him as a season ends and a door closes, believing that he continues steadfast in
his care for us and in his new plans for us. Let us remain steadfast in our own

faith in him. This I ask in Jesus’ name. Amen



